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of the Doarine, Worſhip, and PraRices 
of the Roman Church, &c. 


E that increaſeth Knowledg, increaſeth Sorrow, is an Ob- 

MM ſervation which holdcth true of no part of Know- 

BW ledg, fo much as of the Knowledg of Mankind : Ir is 

ſome relief to him, who knows nothing of foreign 
Wickedneſs, to hope there are other Nations wherein Vertue 
is honoured, and Religion is in eſteem, which allays his Regrates, 
when he ſees Vice and Impiety abound in his Country ; but if by 
trayelling or reading, he enlarge his Horizon, and know Man- 
kind better, his Regrates will grow, when he finds the whole 
World lies in Wickedneſs. It argues a cruel and inhumane Tem- 
per, to delight in beholding Scenes of Horror and Miſery ; and 
certainly none, who either honours his Maker and Redeemer, or 
is a lover of Mankind, can withont ſorrow look on, and ſee the 
Indignities.done to God and his Son Chriſt, and ſee the Enemy 
of the humane Race triumphing over the World, with ſuch ab- 
ſolute Authority, and ſo much enraged Cruelty ; and that not 
only in the dark Regions of it, which the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
hath. not yet viſited with his Goſpel, but that where Chriſt ſhould 
have a Throne, Satans Seat ſhould alſo be, is juſtly ſurpriſing and 
aſtoniſhng. That almoſt all Chriſtendom hath fallen from their 
firſt Love, is what none whoſe Eyes are opzn can deny 3 and it is 
little leſs evident, that the greater part of ' ir hath made ſhip- 
wrack, and erred from the Faith ; and that the Church, whoſe 
Faith was once ſpoken of throughout the World, is now become the 
Mother of the Fornications of the Earth. It is true, the Scriptures 
warned us of a falling away, of a Myſtery of Iniquity, of an An- 
ricbriſt to. be revealed 172 due time, and of a Babyloniſh Rome, which 
ſhould bewitch the Earth with ber Sorceries, but ſhould be varniſhed 
' over with fair Colours and ſpecious Pretences, ſo that Myſtery 
ſhould be on her Forehead : Being then warned of ſo much dan- 
ger 
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ger to the Chriſtian Religion, ir is a neceſſary (though painful) 
enquiry to fee if "this Anrichrift be yet come, or if we miſt took 
for anOther. | 

But becauſe ſome have ſtretched the Notion of Antichriſtia- 
niſm ſo far, that things harmeleſs and innocent come within its 
compaſs; and others have ſo much contracted it, that they 
might ſcape freez weare to take a view of the Nature and De- 
ſigns of the Cliriſtian Religion, and to conclude from that what 
mult be Antichriſtianiſm : It being not only a bare contradiftion 
to ſome branches or parts of the Goſpel .( for then every.Error or 
Herefy were Antichriſtianiſai ) but a Deſign and entire Complex, 
of ſuch Opinions and Practicer, as are contradiQtory to, and ſub- 
verſive of the Power and Life of Chriſtianity : And if we find 
any ſich thing to be broached and received in the World, we may, 
with the leaſt hazard of uncharitableneſs, pronounce it be Anti- 
chriſtianiſm ; and if it be aCted or animated by any Head,he may 
be concluded Antichriſt. | 

'The Deſigns of the Chriſtian Religion run betwixt theſe four 
Heads: The firſt is, to give us right apprehenſions of 'the Nature 
and Attributes of God, that we may conceive aright of him, anq 
adore him ſutzbly to his Nature, 'and according to his WIll, 'and 
thereby be admitted to a free converſe with him, and become par- 
takers of the Divine Nature. How little of God was known by 
the twinkling's of Nature's Light, even to the better and wiſer 
part of the World, Tally's Books of the Nature of the Gods do 
ſufficiently inform'us ? But if the Philoſophers'were fo much to 
ſeek in it, what ſhall we” expect from the Volgar ? And'ihdecd 
Homer's 1liads, and Ovid's Metamorphoſis, were wretched Syſtems 
of Divinity ; and yet ſuch, and ſuch-like, were the Sentiments 
of the Nations about the Godhead. It is true, the Seed of Abra- 
ham were delivered from that Darkneſs, and knew God by his 
Name Febovab, and had Laws and Ordinances given them by 
God ; yet their Worſhip was fo carnal, and did ſo ſtrike upon, 
and affect the Senſec, that we will be ſoon ſatished, it was not fo 
ſublime ard free as became the Spirituality of the Divine Nature, 
and fo was only fitted for the Infancy of the People of God ; but 
by Chriſt the MyFery that lay hid from Ages and Generations, Was 
revealcd ;, for ht declared the Father, aud revealed him, 'and taught. 
us to renonmice Idols and Vanities, andto ſerve the living God, com- 
mai.ding all Men wvcry mere to repent; the Tines of Ignorance wherein 
Ged 
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Ged winked at Idolatry, being then over. That fo Mankind being 
God's Afbrong, might feel after him, and not worſhip him any 
more in the b:inding groſlneſs of Idolatry, but in a pure ſpirituat 
manner; and whereas the Law came by Moſes, by Chriſt came Grace 
and Truth. Grace, in oppolition to th2 Se,erity ol the Law ; 
and Trath, as oppoſed ( not to Falſhood ) but to the Figures an 
Shadows of Moſes his Law ; and therefore God is to be 'worſhip- 
ped in Spirit,and Trutb, in oppoſition to the Carnal Qrdinances, 
and Typical Rites, which ſhadow<-d out the Truth in the Law. * 
_ The ſecond Branch, of the Chriitian Religion is, to hold forth 
the Method of Man's Reconci:iation with his Maker. For. the 
Senſe of all Mankind agrees in this, that Sin is ag Indignity done 
God, which deſerveth Puniſhment, and cannot, be expiated b 
any Seryice Man can do : It was therefore neceſſary there ſhoul 
be a mean found for incouraging. Sinhers.to. imbface a Religious 
Life ; of which all had reaſon to deſpair, without Pardon were 
offered to Penitents, upon the change of their Lives. Now this 
was that the Heatben could not dream how to procure : It.is true, 
the Jews had Sacritfices for expiating of Sin, but theſe could never 
quiet their Conſciences, fince the common Senſe of Mankind' tells; 
that the Blood of Beaſts cannot appeaſe God. e 'Myftery 
therefore of the Reconciliation of Sinners. to God, is the proper 
Character of the Chriſtian Religion : which holds forth to us how 
the Eternal Word was made Man, and endured unſpeakable Suf- 
ferings for the Sins of Men, even to the Death of the Croſs ; and 
was raiſed up by God, and carried to Heaven, where he is yeſted 
with all Power and Authority, and by the Merits of his Death 
hath a right to grant Pardon, give Grace, and confer. Eternal 
Life on all that believe on him ; by whom God conveys all things 
to us, and through whom we are to offer up all our Worſhip to 
God, he being the Mediator betwixt God and Man, 

The third Head of the Chriſtian Religion is, to teach the per- 
fetteſt, cleareſt, and moſt Divine Rules, for adyancing of the 
Souls of Men to the higheſt perfection of their Natures. It is 
true, noble pieces of Morality were acknowledged and taught 
by the Heathen Philoſophers : and the Books of the Old Teſta- 
ment haye the Doftrineof Vertue, Purity, Humility and Meck- 
neſs laid open very fully : but without derogating from theſe, 
it muſt-be _cknonogd, that as the Dodtrine-of Chriſtianity, 
teacheth all theſe Precepts with clearer Rules, and fuller Di- 
| rections z 
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rections3 ſo they were in it recommended by the example of. its 
Anthor, backed with the ſtrongeſt Motives, and enforced with 
the greateſt Arguments. In theſe are the Leſſons of Purity; Cha- 
ſtity, Ingenuity, Humility, Meekneſs, Patience, and Generoſi- 
ty ; ſoclearly laid down, and ſo fully evinced, that no Man, who 
is ſo much a Man as to love theſe things whereby his Mind ma 
be improved, to all that is truely great and noble, but muſt be 
enamoured of the Chriſtian Religion, as ſoon as he is taught 


It. 

The fourth Deſign of Religion is, to unite Mankind in the 

cloſeſt Bonds of Peace, Friendſhip, and Charity, which' it doth 
not only by the-Ryles preſcribed for the tempering our Paſſions, 
_ forgiving of Injuries, and loving our Enemies, and by the Do- 
Erin of Obedience to thoſe in Authority over us, but likewiſe by 
aſſociating us into one Body, called the Church, wherein we are 
to worſhip God. jointly, and to be coupled in one by the ufe of 
the Sacraments, which are the Ligaments of the Body. 
_ Having thus viewed the great deſigns of the Chriſtian Religion 
| I the ſeveral Branches and Parts thereof, I ſhall add to this, the 
main diſtinguiſhing Charatters of our Religion, which are alſo 
four. | 6. 

"The firſt its, zrs verity; that it is not founded on the tattles of 
Perſons concerned, nor on the reveries of Dotards, nor receiv- 
ed with a blind credulity, being founded on the Authority of the 
great God, which appeared viſibly in thoſe that publiſhed it,chief- 
ly in the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, who by his Miracles that were 
wrought in the ſight of all the People, even his Enemies looking 
on, and not being able to deny them ; but chiefly by his Reſur- 
rection from the Dead, was declared to be the Son of God, which 
was ſeen and known by many, who followed not cunningly devi- 
ſed Fables, but were the Eye-witneſles of his Majeſty, who went 
in his Name, and publiſhed it to 'the World, confirming it by 
Miracles and mighty Wonders, atteſting it, notwithſtanding of 
all the Perſecutions they met with, moſt of them confirming ir 
with their Blood : And this Do&rine was received and believed 
by the better part of Mankind, though it being contrary to all 
the Intereſts of the fleſh, whoſe mortification it teacheth, its re- 
ception cannot be imputed to credulity or intereſt. 

The ſecond Charatter of our Religion is, its genuine ſimplicity 
and perſpicuity, that all its DoCtriaes and Rules are clearly and 
diſtinctly 
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diſtinCtly held ont to us, not like the Heathen Divinity, much 
whereof lay in dark Oracles in the Books of the Sybils, and in 0- 
ther pretended Myſteries, which none but the Prieſts might handle 
and expound. The Few:ſh Religion was alſo vailed with Types 
and Figures, ſo that it was not eafie to ſee the Subſtance and 
Truth through all theſe foldings and ſhadows. But the Glory 
of the Chriſtian XKeligion, as to this particular, is nobly laid 
out by Sr. Paul, in theſe words, 2 Cor. 3. 18. But we all with 
open face, as in a glaſs, beholding the glory of the Lord, are chang- 
ed _ the ſame Image, from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the 
Lor | 
The third Charatter is, the Reaſonableneſs of the Chriſtian Reli- 
£i0n, it containing none of theſe abſurd incredible things, which 
abounded among the Heathens ; nor of theſe Rites of Judaiſm, 
the Reaſons whercof, beſides the Will of God in enjoyning them, 
could not be aligned ; but both the DoCtrines and Precepts of the 
Chriſtian Religion are fitted for Mankind, and ſo congenial to his 
Nature, that they well deſerve the deſignation of reaſonable Ser- 
vice, or rational Worſhip, God having made our Souls and them 
of a piece. | 
And the fourth Charafer of our Religion is, its eaſmneſs ; Chriſt*s 
Yokg is eaſy, and his Burden light, Mat. 11. 30. Wherein we are 
freed from all the barbarous and cruel Rites of Gentiliſm, and 
from the oppreſſive Bondage of Judaiſm, which was a Law of Or- 
dinances, and 4 Toke that our Fathers were not able to bear ;, but that 
we are called to by Chriſt, is ſo ſimple, ſo eaſy, and ſo plain, 
that well may we ſay, bis Commandments are not grievoms, 1 Joh. 
F * 
, Having given this hint of the Deſign and Charafters of the 
| Chriſtian Religion. I hold it not necellary to dwell on a further 
deduCttion of thoſe Generals into more particular Branches, nor 
to make this Scheme of Religion good by any longer Proof, the 
Poſition I have laid down. being ſo obvious to the Reaſon of eve- 
ry conſidering Perſon ; wherefore I go on to examine if there be 
any ſuch Syſtem of DoCtrins or Opinions, among Pretenders to 
Chriſtianity, which tends to the overthrowing and enervating 
of this whole Delign, and whoſe Characters are direttly oppo- 
ſite to theſe | have mentioned ; and the leſs avowed, and the more 
diſz'iſed that Society be, as it. is more likely to prevail, ſince Er- 
ror and Vice are not ſo formidable - their own colours, as when 
vailed 
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railed with the pretences of Fruth and Vertue, ſo it will better 
agree with that great Character the Prophecies give of this de- 
fection,. that it was a Myſtery, and had Myſtery on its Fore-head, 
Rev. 17. 15: 

And here remains the ſad part of my Diſcourſe, for what lo- 
ver of Mankind can with pleaſure either ſatisfy his own Reafon, 
or convince the Judgmeut of others, in a Matter the iſſue where- 
of is to prove ſo great a part of the Chriſtian Societies to be A- 
tichriſtian and adulterate 3 and certainly if my love to Truth, and 
the honour of my Redeemer and his Goſpel, and by conſe- 
quence a-zcal for Souls, did not engage me to this Search, I could 
ealily quit the Task, and chuſe more eaſy and pleaſant Subjects 
for the exerciſe of my Thoughts; but the Wiſdom of God ha- 
ving declared it a part of Wiſdom to obſerve the Characters of 
the Antichriſtian Beaſt, 1 therefore, though not without pain, en- 
gage in the ſurvey of it. | 

And firſt, in the entry it will be a bad Omen, of no good to 
be expected from any Society that ſhall ſtudy to keep her: Members 
in Ignoraice, and to bar them the ſtudy of the Holy Scriptures, 
which being the Revelation of the whole Counſel of God, and 
written by plain and ſimple Men, and at firſt directed to the uſe 
of therude illiterate Vulgar, for teaching them the Myſteries of 
Godlineſs, and the Path of Life ; it is a ſhrewd indication, that 
if any ſtudied to hide this Light under a Candleſtick, and to 
keepit in an unknown Tongue, or forbid the Body of Chriſtians 
the uſe of it, (though its native tendency be to enlighten the Un- 
deritanding, and to enflame the Will, it being given out by God 
for that end ) that thoſe mult be conſcious to themſelves of great 
deformity to that Rule, and apprehend, that if it were more 
known, their DoCtrin wou!d bz leſs believed, eſpecially ſince the 
hardeſt part of the Scriptures are the Writings of the Old Teſta- 
ment : And yet theſe were communicated to all of that Diſpen- 
ſation, who were commanded by Chriſt to ſearch them, and who 
did cducate their Children in them, continuing that Holy care to 
a-high degree, even to this Day. Now except it be ſaid, that it 
is fitter all be kept under qQarkneſs in the new Diſpenſation, 
than was in the Old, no acc a be given, for the Zeal is uſed 
in any Church, to keep their Chx{dren in ſuch ignorance ; and yet 
this. is a part of the diſtinguiſhing CharaCters of the new Diſ- 
penſation from the Old, that Light hath appeared in it. Now all 
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may know how guilty thoſe of Rome are in this : What pains 
are taken to detract from the Authority of the Scriptures ? how 
they quarrel ? ſometimes its Darkneſs, ſometimes.its Ambiguouſ- 
neſs, ſometimes the genuineneſs of its Originals, and always com- 
plain of its being too much peruſed, and therefore let as little of 
it be put in vulgar Tongues as can be; read It publickly in an un- 
known Tonguezand permit no private Perſon the uſe of it, with- 
out allowance from his Confeſſor : Of which, tho in ſome places 
the Reformation hath made them more liberal, yet where there is 
no hazard of that, they betray their averſion for the Scriptures 
too palpably in all their Writings and Diſcourlcs. 

But now to purſue my Deſign more cloſely, I muſt call to mind 
the firſt Branch of the Chriſtian Religion, which .teacheth how 
God is to be worſhipped in a pure and ſpiritual Way ; and ſee 
how far this is contradicted. And here I muſt conſider the Ido- 
latry of the Gextiles, which was of two kinds ; The one was, 
when the True God was worſhipped in a falſe manner : The other 
was, when Divine Adoration was offered to thoſe who were no 
Gods. Of the fir{t 1 ſhall reckon two kinds ; the firit was, when 
an Image or Figure was erected for repreſenting the Deity to the 
Senſes, and adoration offered to God through it : In which caſe, 
though perhaps the Herd did formally worſhip the Image, yer 
their Philoſophers declared, they meant theſe only for exciting 
the Senſes and Imagination, and not for being worſhipped 3 much 
leſs that the Deity ſhould be conceived like unto them, as we 
ſind both in Celſus, Julian, and Iaximus Tyrivs, Now this form 
of Adoration, is contrary both to the Divine Eſſence ard Com- 
mand : For God mult either be conceived like ſuch an Image, or 
not : If like to it, then a great indignity is done'the Divine Na- 
ture; greater thanif a Toad or Worm were {ct out as the Image 
of a King, torhave civil Revercnce paid to it ; ſince he 1s of his 
own Eſſence Incomprehenſible, agd Inviſible, and fo hath no 
Shape or Figure. In a word, it abaſes our thoughts of God, 
vhen we figure him to our ſelves. But if we conceive God nor 
ke ſuch an Image, then why is it uſed, except to be a Snare ro 

e Vulgar, who will be ready to think God like unto it ? And 
tain It is, that whatever the more refined or abſtracted Wits 
y conceive of theſe Images, yet the Vulgar oiter up their A- 

tions directly to them, and conceive God to be like unto 
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vailed with the pretences of Fruth and Vertne, fo it will better 
agree with that great Character the Prophecies give of this de- 
fection,. that it was a yſtery, and had Myſtery on its Fore-head, 
Rev. 17. 15- 

And here remains the ſad part of my Diſcourſe, for. what lo- 
ver of Mankind can with pleaſure either ſatisfy his own Reafon, 
or convince the Judgmeut of others, in a Matter the iſſue where- 
of is to prove ſo great a part of the Chriſtian Societies to be Ar- 
tichriſtian and adulterate 3 and certainly if my love to Truth, and 
the honour of my Redeemer and his Goſpel, and by conſe- 
quence a-zcal for Souls, did not engage me to this Search, I could 
ealily quit the Task, and chuſe more eaſy and pleaſant Subjects 
for-the exerciſe of my Thoughts; but the Wiſdom of God ha- 
ving declared it a part of Wiſdom to obſerve the Characters of 
the Antichriſtian Beaſt, 1 therefore, though not without pain, en- 
gage in the ſurvey of it. 

And firſt, in the entry it will be a bad Omen, of no good to 
be expected from any Society that ſhall ſtudy to keep her-Members 
in Ignorarce, and to bar them the ſtudy of the Holy Scriptures, 
which being the Revelation of the whole Counſel of God, and 
written by plain and ſimple Men, and at firſt- directeu to the uſe 
of therude illiterate Vulgar, for teaching them the Myſteries of 
Godlineſs, and the Path of Life ; it is a ſhrewd indication, that 
if any ſtudied to hide this Light under a Candleſtick, and to 
keepit in an unknown Tongue, or forbid the Body of Chriſtians 
the uſe of it, (though its native tendency be to enlighten the Un- 
deritanding, and to enflame the Wil), it being given out by God 
for that end ) that thoſe mult be conſcious to themſelves of great 
deformity to that Rule, and apprehend, that if it were more 
known, their Doctrin wou!d be leſs believed, eſpecially fince the 
hardeſt part of the Scriptures are the Writings of the Old Teſta- 
ment : And yet theſe were communicated to all of that Diſpen- 
ſation, who were commanded by Chriſt to ſearch them, and who 
did educate their Children in them, continuing that Holy care to 
a-high degree, even to this Day. Now except it be ſaid, that it 
is fitter all be kept under Darkneſs in the new Diſpenſation, 
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may know how guilty thoſe of Rome are in this : What pains 
are taken to detract from the Authority of the Scriptures ? how 
they quarrel ? ſometimes its Darkneſs, ſometimes.its Ambiguouſ- 
neſs, ſometimes the genuineneſs of its Originals, and always com- 
plain of its being too much peruſed, and therefore let as little of 
it be put in vulgar Tongues as can be; read It publickly in an un- 
known Tongue,and permit no private Perſon the uſe of it, with- 
out allowance from his Confeſſor : Of which, tho in ſome places 
the Reformation hath made them more liberal, yet where there is 
no hazard of that, they betray their averſion for the Scriptures 
too palpably in all their Writings and Diſcourlſcs. 

But now to purſue my Deſign more cloſely, I muſt call to mind 
the firſt Branch of the Chriſtian Religion, which .teacheth how 
God is to be worſhipped in a pure and ſpiritual Way z and ſee 
how far this is contradicted. And here I mult conſider the Ido- 
latry of the Gentiles, which was of two kinds; The one was, 
when the True God was worſhipped in a falſe manner : The other 
was, when Divine Adoration was offered to thoſe who were no 
Gods. Of the firſt 1 ſhall reckon two kinds ; the firit was, when 
an Image or Figure was erected for repreſenting the Deity to the 
Senſes, and adoration offered to God through it : In which caſe, 
though perhaps the Herd did formally worſhip the Image, yer 
their Philoſophers declared, they meant theſe only for exciting 
the Senſes and Imagination, and not for being worſhipped 3 much 
leſs that the Deity ſhould be conceived like unto them, as we 
find both in Celſus, Fulian, and Iaximus Tyrius, Now this form 
of Adoration, 1s contrary both to the Divine Eſſence ard Com- 
mand : For God muſt either be conceived like ſuch an Image, or 
not : If like to it, then a great indignity is done'the Divine Na- 
ture; greater thanif a Toad or Worm were {et out as the Image 
of a King, torhave civil Revercnce paid to it ; ſince he is of his 
own Eſſence Incomprehenſible, agd Inviſible, and ſo hath no 
Shape or Figure. In a word, it abaſes our thoughts of God, 
when we figure him to our ſelves. But if we conceive God nor 
like ſuch an Image, then why is it uſed, except to be a Snare ro 
the Vulgar, who will be ready to think God like unto it ? And 
certain It 1s, that whatever the more refined or abſtracted Wits 
may conceive of theſe Images, yet the Vulzar offer up their A- 
dorations directly to them, and conceive God to be like unto 


them. 
B 2 This 
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This Wortfhip is alfo contrary to the Divine Precept, who made 
it one of the Ten Commandments, which himſelf delivered to 
his People z Exod.20.4. That zo graven Image, nor Likeneſs, ſhould 
be made to be worſhipped. And the reaſon given, ſhews the Law 
was perpetual, for God is ever jealous of the Glory due to him. Now 
what kindneſs thoſe of Rome have to this Command, may be 
gueſſed by their ſtriking it out of their Catechiſms, as if it were 
only an Appendix of the firſt : But if we read the whole O1d 
Teſtament, it will furniſh us with large diſcoveries of God's 
Diſpleaſure at this kind of Worſhip, to which the Fews were ſo 
inclinable z but God would not give his Praiſe to graven Images, Iſa, 
42. 8. Now here it is to be remembred, that the Jewiſh Diſpen- 
{ation was low and carnal, when compared to that to which we 
are called : If then this Worſhip was. not allowed of to them, it 
is much leſs to be allowed of among Chriſtians. 


Another part of the falſe Worſhip- of the Heathens was, that 
they believed the Deity and Divine Power was by myſtical and 
_—_— ways afhxed to ſome Bodies, as the- Sun or Stars are; or 
to ſome Temples, and to fome Arcilsa and Palladia, which they 
believed came down from Heaven, As 19. 35. to which they 
held God to be preſent and adherent, and therefore worſhipped 
them. And of kin to this was the Iſraelites their worſhipping the C alf 
in the Wilderneſs, Exod. 32. for it is clear, they looked on it as 
their God, who had brought them ont of Egypr, therefore could 
not poſlibly be adoring the Egyptian God that was an Ox ;, but the 
Feaſt that was to Jehovah, and the Pſalm 106. verf. 20. that 
fays, they changed their Glory into the ſimilitude of an Ox, do ſhew 
that they worſhipped the True God, though in a falſe manner. 
Neither is it to be imagined, that Aaren the Prophet and Saint of 
the Lord; though very guilty in this Matter, could for all that be 
ſo criminal, as to make a falſe God : But the moſt ſatisfying ac- 
count of his Fault.is, that when he faw God in the Mount, Exod, 

24- 10. God appeared in that Figure that was afterwards in the 
moſt Holy Place, which was to be framed after the Pattern ſeen 
in the Mount. And if fo, then God appeared between the Che- 
rubims : now the Figure of a Cherub, was the ſame with that of 
a Calf in its hinder parts, Ezek. 1. 79. And if we compare ver/. 

10. of that Chap. with Exzek. ro. 14. what in the firſt place is 

calted the Face of an Ox, is in the ſecond called the Face of 4 


Cherub, 
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Chernb, which tells us clearly. what was the Figure of the: Che- 
rub. And therefore Aron ſeeing the People Tefired a ſenſible 
Symbol of God?s Preſence among them, he made choice of that 
he had ſeen in the Mount about the Divine Glory ; and yet all 
that did not excuſe his Faulr in the fight of God. 

In like manner, after the Tabernacle and Temple were ſet up, 
wherein were the Cherubims, when Feroboam reyolted, be ſet up 
Calves, 1 King, 12. 28, 29. as is probable upon the ſame ac- 
count, but no doubt continued in all Points the Worſhip of the 
True God, as it was at Feruſalem, as might be proved from 
many Particulars; but the Sin wherewith he made Iſrael to fin, 
was the worſhipping of the True God by a falſe Symbol. The 
like account is to be given of the Idolatry of Gideor's Ephod, 
Judg. 8. 27. And of the worſhipping the Brazen Serpent, 
2 King. 18. 4. where certainly the True God was adored, and ' 
yet the People went a whoring from him in that Worſhip. 

And here the Title of Whoredom, given to- Idolatry ſo often. 
in the Old Teſtament, is to be conſidered ; the importance 
whereof is, that Ged by covenanting with his People, is mar- 
ried to them, to be their God ; and the conjugal Duty: they 
owe him, is Adoration : When therefore other Creatures have 
any _— of that beſtowed. on them, ſpiritual Whoredom is com- 
mitted. 

Now how fad the Application of this to the Chriſtian Church 
muſt be, all may judg, who know how great a part off Chri- 
ftendom worſhip God by Images; and how the. adored and in- 
comprehenſible Trinity is painted 4s an Old Man with a Child: in 
bis Arms, and a Dove over the Child's Head ; tho no Man hath» ſeen 
the Father at any time, John 6. 46. And the Son as God, can no 
more be repreſented by an Image, than the Father ; and the Ho-- 
ly Ghoſt, though once appearing in the ſymbolical reprefenta- 
tion of a Dove, cannot, withont Idolatry, be repreſented and 
worſhipped under that Figure. Neither can any Apology be of- 
fered for this, which:could: not with the ſame Reaſon have. clea- 
red both Jews and Gentiles of Idolatry. And whatever more ab-- 
ftrated Minds may think of theſe Images, yet none that conſt- 
ders the ſimplicity of the Vulgar, the frailty of Man, and his 
inclination to apprehend all things as fenſible, can doubt but that 
the Rabble do really conceiye of God as like theſe Figures, and 


do plainly worſhip: them. It is further to be conſidered, that 
though. 
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though the Son of God was Man, yet as Man he is not to be wor- 
ſhipped ; and therefore the ſetting out of Figures and Statues for 
his Humane Nature ( which on the way are no real Adumbrati- 
ons, but only the Fancies of Painters) and worſhipping theſe as 
the Images of the Son of God, is noleſs Idolatry, than to wor- 
ſhip the Father as an Old Man. 

And further, the Worſhip of the Maſs is Idolatry, as evidently 


a3 any piece of Gentiliſm ever was: For if it be certain that 


Chriſt is not in the Hoſtie, which ſhall be afterwards made out, 
then to adore him as there, mult be Idolatrous. Neither will it 
ſerve for excuſe, to ſay, that Chriſt is truly worſhipped as pre- 
ſent ; and if he bz not there, it is only a miſtake about the Pre- 
ſence, but no Idolatry can be committed, the Worſhip being of- 
fered'to a proper Object, who is God. But if this Apology 
free them of Idolatry, it will alſo clear thoſe Heathens, who 
worſhipped ſome Statues or Creatures, in which they conceived 


God was preſent ; ſo that they might have pleaded, it was the 


Great and True God they adored, believing him there preſent, as 
their Fathers had formerly believed. But he were very gentle to 
Idolaters, who upon ſuch a Plca would clear them of that Crime. 
What then is to-be ſaid of that Church, that holds it the greateſt 
Piece of her Religion, to adore the Bread with the ſame devotion 
they would pay to Chriſt, were he viſibly preſent ; who call the 
Bread God, carry it about in Procefſions, and worſhip it with 
all the Solemnity imaginable. And finally, the Worſhip they 
give the Croſs, is likewiſe an adoring of- God under a Symbol 
and Repreſentation. And thus we have ſeen the Parallel of Rome- 


Heathen, and Rome-Chriſtian, runs but too too juſt. 


But the next kind of the Heathens Idolatry, was their wor- 


ſhipping'of others beſide God ; whom they held of two ranks : 
Some that were ſo pure, that they never dwelt in Bodies : Others 


they. judged to be the Souls of deceaſed Men, after their Death 


acknowledged and honourcd with Divine Honour. And this 


kind of Idolatry was firſt begun at Babylon, where Ninus made 
the Statue of his Father Belas be ſet up, and worſhipped it : And 
from him all theſe leſſer Gods were called Belim, or Baalim. Now 
concerning theſe, the Heathens believed that they were certain 
intermedial Powers that went betwixt God and Men, by whom 
all. good things were conyeyed to Mortals, by whom alſo all our 
Services were offered to the Gods. Thus the Nations had Gods 

| many, 


þ 
(15) 

many, and Lords many, 1 Cor. 8.5. And theſe leſſer Deities, or 
Demons, they adored, by erecting Statues to them about: their 
burial Places, where they built Temples for them, and worſhip- 
ped them. And from this Hint of Babylon's being the-Mother of 
this kind dolatry, we may gueſs why the Apoſtacy of that 
City,, which tm St. Fohn's days, did reign over the Kingdoms of the 
Earth, Rev. 17. 18. is ſhadowed forth under the Name of Baby- 
lon; to hold out, that the Corruption it was to fall into, was to 
be of a kind with that begun in Babylon ;, and the Charatter of 
the Whore doth likewiſe agree well with this. 

Now if we compare with this the worſhip of Angels and Saints 
in the Roman Church, we ſhall find the parity juſt and exa&t. For 
after the Converſion of the Roman Empire, it is not to be de- 
nied, but that in order to the gaining of the Heathen World to a 
complyance with Chriſtianity, the Chri##:ans did, as near as was 
poſlible, accommodate themſelves to the Heatheniſh Cuſtoms : 
And therefore in ſtead of their Gods, they fet up the Demon and 
Baal-Worſhip, to the Apoſtles and other Saints and Martyrs ; 
which Theodoret doth moſt ingenuouſly acknowledg 'to have been 
ſet in the ſtead of their Gods. They became afterwards ſo exact 
in the parallel, that as the Heathens had of theſe leſſer Gods for 
every Nation, ſo there was a Saint appointed for every Nation : 
St. Andrew for Scotland, St. George for England; St. Patrick for Ire- 
land, and-many more for other Nations : And as every Houſe 
among the Heathens had their houſhold God, ſo every Perſon was 
taught to have a twtelar Saint and Angel. And as among the Hea- 
then there were Gods for all Trades,for all Sickneſles,and for ever 
Vertue; ſo in Antichriſtianiſm there were Saints for every Diſ- 
caſe, for every Profeſſion, and for all the Graces. And as the 
Heathens built Temples for them, ſo did alſo Babyloniſh Rome. 
And here an odd Remark is in my way of this conformity, that 
the Pantheon at Rome dedicated in Auguſtus hi time to Cybele the 
Aether of the Gods, and to all the Gods, was afterwards conſecrated 
to the Virgin and all the Saints. And as the Heathens offered Pray- 
ers, made Vows, obſerved Days, brought Preſents, uſed Pro- 
ceſſions in honour to theſe leſſer Gods, and worſhipped their Sta- 
tues and Images ; ſoall this by degrees crept into Rome-Chrifti- 
an, as might be branched out in more particulars than the nature 
of ſo ſhort a Diſcourſe will allow of. It is true, the Worſhip: 


of Images came not in before the eighth Century ; but after that; 
£1mMEC - 
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time it engaged all that received it into a high degree of mad- 
neſs, for advancing that Heatheniſh piece of Worſhip. And ſhall 
I here tell what is known to all who have ſeen the forms of that 
Church ? how you ſhall find their Churches all over dreſſed. up 
with Images. and Statues, gorgeouſly apparelled, and well ador- 
ned ; where the poor vulgar are lying proſtrate before them. ſay- 
ing their Devotions, and perhaps waſhing the feer cf their Shrines 
with their Tears, and with great aijeCtion kiiling the Hem- of 
their Garments: And if through the tri ks of the Prieſt, the 
Image ſeem to nod or {mile on them, ( which is not unfrequent ) 
with what joy do they go away, as.if ſome Angel »-d fſal.red 
them from Heaven. And here it were too long to reckun up the 
Abominations-of this Saint-worſhip which are ottcred ro ihe Vir- 
gin, with the Blaſphemous Titles given her, and Prayers ma4- 
to her ; as 5f ſhe were more merciful and gentle to Summers, than her 
bleſſed Sen. What ſhall I tell of the whole Pſalms turned to her ? | he 
words of Goddeſs and Lady, being put in the place of God and 
Lord : And that from the eleventh Century, in which the form of 
the numbering their Prayers by Beads was begun, ren go to the 
Virgin, for one to God. How many more worihip her, than do 
her Son ? How many more Churches are built to her, than to 
her Son ? And how many Pz:lgrimages are'made to her Shrines and 
Reliques? And thus I think little doubting will remain, that the 
Worſhip of the Baalim begun at Babylon, is now ſet up in the 
Chriſtian Rome. 

Now how contrary this is to the Divine Nature, common rea- 
ſon may ſuggeſt? as alſo to the exaltation of the Perſon of Chriſt, 
Iſa. 42.8. God ts a jealous God, and will not give his Glory to another, 
We have but one Lord Feſus Chrift, 1 Cor. 8. 6. who by his moſt 


precious Blood ſhed for us, purchaſed the Honour of being Me- 


diator betwixt God and Man: And therefore Chri#:ans ought 
only to make mention of his Name. Belide, the great Evil of 
Idolatry is, that it debaſes the Soul of the profane Worſhipper, 
for like them are all they that truft in them, Pal. 115.8. It leads 
away the Mind from that 11ward, free, and ſpiritual Converſe 
and Fellowſhip with God, to which the Goſpel invites us, and 
carries it out into an external, ſenſible, and dead Religion : 
It {tifles the Power of true Piety, making it die out in formal 
and ſtupifying Superſtition : And the Plagues which Heaven 
pours out on thoſe ungodly Worſhippers, are heavy and great. 

A 
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A black Roll of them in:the end -of the-firſt Chap. to the Romans, 
which were the Conſeftaries on their not glorifying of God: as 
God, which is branched/ont itito the two Kinds 1 have diſcourſtd 
of. The firſt is, wv. 23: They changed the Glory of the incorruptible 
God, into.an Image made like to corruptible Man, &c. And the 1e- 
cond is, v.25. Who worſhipped and ſerved the Creature more than 
(or beſides) the Creator. And it would raiſe horror in ſober 
Minds to tell how muck: the Sin'of the Fleſh, particularly the Sin 
of Sodom, which is firft reckoned in that diſmal Catalogue, a- 
bounds with theſe of this Spiritual Babylon, 

And will-the poor diſtintions of Dxisa and Latria ſave them 
from this Guilt? Alas ! theſe are parts of the Myſtery by which 
they would vail their Abominations ; but their Nakedneſs is not 
hid with this thin Vail: For we ſee how ſimply -all religious 
Worſhip offered to Creatures diſpleaſed God : Neither did the 
Prophets tell the //raelites that a kind of Worſhip calkd Daka, or. 
Service,might be payed to Creatures, but the Zarria, or Adoration, 
was only proper to God ; indeed they dreamed not of this ſubtilty ;, 
Hind when St. John offered to” fall down before the Angel, he warns him 
not to do it, as being not only his Fellow-creature, but his Fellow-ſervant, 
Revel. 19. 10. by which all that Proſtration for Werſhip is decla- 
red untawful ; And what can be called Adoration, if to offer 
Prayers, to make Vows, to fing Hymns, to obſerve Days, and to 
build Churches,” be not fuch ? Theſe nice Diſtintions which- the 
Schoolmen have deviſed, will ſerve in no ſtead in the great Day, 
when God's jealonſy ſhall burn likg Fire againſt all that have diſho- 
noured him, by this profane worſhipping of Creatures. And it 
is certain, that however ſome ſpeculative People may have di- 
ſtint Notions of theſe kinds of Worſhip, yet the Vulgar, in their 
Practice, make no difference at all, bur place all their truſt in thery, 
fly to them'in their troubles as ta their refuge and ſtrong hold ;' 
whereby that Faith-and Confidence which is only due to Ged and” 
his Son is abated, ſo much of it being beſtowed on Creatures. 
And what a baſenefs of Mind doth it diſcover, for Men, to whom. 
God hath revealed ſo much of the Riches of his Grace, and hath 
aflowed conſtant and free acceſs to'his Throne, with the are: 
encouragement and aſſurances of being - beard'and. accopted by 
him ; and who hath.given-Mankind:a Mediator, who in the Iike- 
neſs of our Fleſh did expreſs the greateſt and freeſt Love ima- 

C ginable 
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ginable, dying for us, and being now our Advocate and Inter- 
ceſſor with his Father ; that inſtead of converling immediately 
with God and Chriſt in the Exerciſes of Devotion, we ſhould be- 
take our ſelves to a dead and lifeleſs invocating of thoſe, of whoſe 
hearing us we can have no aſſurance, and in which there can be no 
comfort nor true joy found. | 


So much of the Obje& of Worſhip, the Manner of it is next 
to be conſidered : We obſerved before, that God called us in 
the Goſpel to a lively and ſpiritual Worſhip ;, and this was firſt 
in oppolition to the Sorceries of the Gentile Worſhip, and next 
to the heavy Yoke of the Jewiſh Bondage. How much of Sorce- 


ry and Enchantments was ufed in Heathenifm, every one that . 


gives account of their Forms do mention ; but indeed all they uſed 
w3s nothing, if compared to the Enchantments of the Roman 
Church; and firſt of all, Can any thing look liker a Charm, 
than the worſhipping God in an. unknown Tongue ? in which 
the Worſhipper 1s capable of no converſe with God by theſe 
parts of Worſhip, which he doth not underſtand. . Next, the 
muttering ſo large portions of the Worſhip, chiefly in the Of- 
fice of the Maſs, what doth it look like but the mumbliog of 
Charm ? Burt ſhall I here tell of rhe charming of Water, of Salt, 
of Wax-Candles, for driving away of Devils? Shall I next tell 
of the chriſtening of Bells, the hallowing of: Oil, the touching of 
Beads, the king of little Pebbles ; which ſhall have a virtue 


againſt Sicknefs of all kinds, Thunders and Lightnings, and: 


Tentations of the Devil? Shall I next tell of the conſecrating 
Roſes, Agnus Ders, Medals, and the like ? Or, ſhall I tell of 
their Exorciſms and Charms for driving out Devils, with all the 
ſtrange Aftions uſed in them ? Shall I mention the Reliques, and 
and all the Virtues believed' to be in theth, yea, and derived: 
from them? Shall I mention their proviledged Altars, their Fu- 
bilees, the Prayers upon which Indulgences are granted, their 
folemn Proceſſions, together with all the ſmall Tricks are uſed -in 
every part of their Worſhip ? All this would be endleſs. Theſe 
Things cannot but eat ont the Power of Religion, and introduce 
2 dry and empty _ of enchanted Aftions, inſtead of that 
tively Image of » Which the Chriſtian Religion defigns to re- 


tore in us. 
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In a word, ſhall I tefl how the Sacramental ARions are pol- 
tated by the ſuperfetation of ſoa many new Rites, whereby 
they are wholly changed from their original Simplicity. 

In Baptiſm, inftead* of waſhing with Water, in the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt how have they added ſo many 
adulterated Rites? the Child muſt -be thrice blown upon, 
then a Charm uſed for tm ning the Devil out of him, he muſt 
be anointed with holy Oil, and hallowed Salt muſt be put in his 
Mouth, ſanCtified Garments alſo mult be put:vn him, and a holy 
Wax-candle in his Hand, and the Prieſt's Spittle muſt be gently 
ſtroaked upon him. Whether doth all this look like the Sim- 
— of the Spouſe of Chriſt, or the Attire of the Har- 
ot 

And in the other Sacrament, a great deal more ado is made ; 
ſo that any indifferent Speftator, who were not warned of it, 
would ſwear it were a ſolemn piece of Pageantry ; the Prieſt muſt 
come in cloathed with rich embroidered Veſtments, then he goes 
to the Altar, ſometimes reads on the one ſide, then he turns to the 
other ; Often he bows, and kiſſes, and croſſes, ſomerimes ſingle, 
ſometimes thrice repeated croſſes : Moſt of the Office he mutters, 
though what he ſays is all alike underſtood, being in an unknown 
Tongue ; Sometimes he turns to the People, and gives them a 
ſhort Ba#barian Benediction ; Then he goes on till he comes to 
the five wonder-working Words ; And then inſtead of the Bread, 
which the force of theſe words hath driven to nothing, behold 


' a God, to beworſhipped by the SpeCtators, And after the Ado- 


ration, the.God is to be devoured by the Prieſt ; which made 
the Arabian ſay, He never ſaw a Se& of Religion ſo fooliſh as the 
Chriſtians were, who with their Teeth devoured the God they had 
adored. THWES | 
* Certainly all this looks fo like a =u_ of Extravagance, eſpe- 
cially if the ſimplicity -of the firſt Inſtitution be conſidered, 
that many will doubt if it be poſſible that ſach bad wi. can be 
received in' any corner of the Chriſtian World: And by theſe 
Hints, though an hundred more might be inſtanccd, let it be 
gueſſed what is become of the ſimplicity of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion, when it is ſo vitiated in all the Parts and Branches. of it : 
And whether that genuine ſincere ſpirituality —_ in it, which 
the Goſpel holds forth to the World ? © Thete things having a 
native tendency 7 leading away = Soul from attending —_ 
2 2 
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God, in her Acts of Worſhip; which is the only thing for 
which external Worſhip is to be cantinued in, that in it we may 
jolntly concur to converſe with our Maker. If from this 1 ſhould 
reckon up all the Tricks are uſed in ſecreter Worſhip, what Sto- 
ries ſhould I tell of the pattering over the Beads, of the multi. 
plying little. unintelligible Prayers, the uſing of Penances, ſome 
whereof are ridiculous for their gentleneſs, and others of them 
are as formidable for their horror, and fitter for the Prieſts .of 
Badl, or the morſhuppers-of Diang Tavrics, than for thoſe that 
workhip the living God with joy and gladnefs of Heart ? Now 
by the performance of theſe, the ſimple deluded People imagine 
&emſclves reconciled to God, and fecured from his Wrath : And 
ſo go about them meerly in the opinion of a Charm, 


But I muſt next ſhew how the multiplicity of the Jewiſh Rites 
was alſo brought in upon Chriſtendom ; thoygh Chriſt came to 
ſet us at liberty from that Pedagegy, which was made up of Or- 
dinances and lifeleſs Precepts, that could not make the deer thereof 
perfect : nothing being enjoined in the Chriſtian Religion, but 

hat which was of it ſelf eaſy and proper for the gteat Deſign of 
purifying our Souls. Now ſuch as have brought ina Yoke of Or- 
dinances, that have no tendency to the cleanſing of our Souls,but 
oppreſs us with their tyrannical burdenſomneſs, being both hea- 
vy, and numerous, mult be looked on as the introducers of a new 
Judaiſm, for oppreſſing the Chriſtian World z What a' heap of 
new, ſyperadded Forms bave the High-Prieſts. of Rome brought 
upon theſe who ſtgop to their Tyranny? And how much-Sandtity 
do they:place in them,; enjoining ſeyerer Cenſares on the violatis 
tion of theſe, than on the greateſt Tranſgreſlions againſt either 
the Moral or Poſitive Laws of God ? How many Holy Days have 
they inſtituted ? How much diſtinCtion of Meats, of Paſting,and 
Abſtinence ? And how like are their Jubilees and- Pilgrimages to 
the Jubilees and yearly trotting- up to Jern/&em, which was 
among. the Jews? In a word, there is not. a piece. of - Wor= 
ſhip about which there is not. a greater appendage of vain, pom- 
us, and withall burdenſom Ceremonies, than were among the 
Es, 

Shall L here mention the five ſuperadded Sacraments, to the 
two inſtituted by Chriſt, -with all the Rites belonging to. cach of 
them, or recount all the Rites in their multifarious Ordinations ? 

| a 
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Ged. are made of none effett ; and that they honour God with theit 
Lips, when their Hearts are far from him: And ip him in 
vain, teaching for Dofirins the Commaendmmts of Men; Matth. 

I5.'8, 9. $0 ; 

And hitherto I have diſcourſed upon the firſt limb of Antichri- 
ſtianiſm, and have diſcovered too evident Indications of the Cons - 
tradictions is in it, to the firſt branch of the Defign of Chriſtiani- 
ty z whereby the Worſhip of God is partly adulterate, and part- 
ly ſmothered by: a heavy and trouble-ſome' Load of uſeleſs and 
lifeleſs Performances 3 which muſt needs/tead ont the: Sol from - 
an inward attending on God, or- free converſe with him. - 


The ſecond Branch of Chriſtianity is, the holding forth that 
Myſterious Contrivance of the Wiſdom: and Goodneſs of God, 
for reconciling the Worldto himſelf, by lie dear Sony whom be gava 
ro the Death far us, and alſo raiſed up, makjng him both Lord; and ' 
Chrift : Whoſe Glory and digaity isvulgarlybranched-ont in theſe 
his three Offices, of Prophet, Prieft,. and King. 

- By the firſt of which, he revealed the Farher,. and his whole 
Counſel to Mankind, in plain and: ſimple: Difeourſes,” afterwards 
committed to writing, by the faithful Eye-and Ear-witneſſes of his | 
Majeſty. His Prophetick Office thevefbre is cbiefly-acknowledged; 
in our gratefubreceiving theſe Diſcoveries, 'and our ſtudying. to 
adjuſt both our:Faith and Practice to that unerring Rule. - But can 
any thing be more: contradiCtory to this, than to keep the: know- 
ledg:of theſe Writings from Chriſtians, -to-accuſe their Darkneſs - 
and. Defects, and to apprehend. great danger from their diligent 

al, to vilify that ſacred Study,. preferring the lame: and 
lifeleſs Diſcourſes of Men, to the Words of eternal: Wiſdom ?: 
For. we muſt conſider, that our ' ſtudy of the: Goſpel, is of the' 
ſame nature with a perſonal following of Chriſt when: on Earth, 
to ſec his Miracles, and hear his Doctrin ; the: ſame is alſo: to be 
ſaid of the Acts and Epiſtles of the Apoſtles. Now to. bar the 


Vulgar from this, is to hinder them to hear and ſee Chrift and his 
Apoſtles 
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Apoſtles, as if that were a Priviledge reſtrited to Church-men. , 
What ſhall be then ſaid of theſe, who call the Scriptures a Noſe of 

| Wax, the Sourſe of all Hereſies, 4 Book written not on' Deſign, 'but 
pon particular Emergents ; and do alert its incompleatneſs, unleſs: 
made up by the Traditions of the Church ? Is not this to add to 
the Words of that Book, and to accuſe the faithful Witneſs of Un- 
faithfulneſs ? But worſe than all this is held by theſe, who will 
have all the Authority of the Scriptures to depend on the Church, 
which'muſt be believed in the firſt place. 

But here a great difference is to be made betwixt the Teſtimo- 
ny of 2 Witneſs, and the Authority of a F«dz ; the former is not 
denied to the Church, and ſo the Jews had the Oracles of God 
committed'to them ; 'but that doth not prove the Authority of 
their Sanbedrim infallible, or ſuperior to Scripturez and in this 
caſe more cannot be aſcrib:d to the Chriſtian Church, than was 
proper to the Jewiſh in our Saviour's Time. But further, if the 
Scripture: be to be believed on the Teſtimony of the Church, 
then __ what account 1s the Church firſt believed ? It cannor 
be ſaid, becauſe of any teſtimony in Scripture, for if it give Au- 
thority to the Scriptures, it cannot receive its Authority from 
their Teſtimony. How then ſhall it be proved that the Church 
mult be believed ? or muſt it be taken from their own word ? and 
yet no other: Reaſon can be given to proye the Church Infallible. 
For to ſay that they have continued-in a Succeilion of Biſhops 
from the Apoſtles'days, concludes nothing, unleſs it be firſt pro- 
ved that the Dodrine of the Apoſtles was of God ; otherwiſe, 
the Mabometan Religion is as much to be believed, ſince for many 
Ages a Succeſſion of Prieſts have believed it. Further, the Greek 
Churches drive up the Series of their: Biſhops to the Apoſtles 
Days, as well as the Roman; why then ſhould not their Autho- 
rity be likewiſe acknowledged infallible ? In fine, muſt the Vul- 

ar go and examine the Succeſſjons of the Biſhops, and judg a- 
d. all the dubious Elections, whether the Conveyance have 
been interrupted or not ? Certainly were this to be done, it were 
an impoiſible Atchievement, and harder than the ſtudy of the 
Originals of both Teſtaments : Therefore the Vulgar mult ſim- 
ply believe the Authority of the Church on her own Teſtimony ; 
which is the moſt abſurd thing imaginable, and this to every In- 
Gividual, will reſolve into the Teſtimony of their Prieſt. Be- 
ho!d then a goodly Foundation for building our Faith upon ! 

Chriſt's 
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Chriſt*s Prophetick Office is alfo invaded; by pretence of the 
Churches Infallibility in expounding. Scriptures : for if this be 
___ the whole Authority will be devolved on the Churchy 
by this Doctrine ſhe may teach what ſhe will; and were the 
Scripture-Evidence never fo full to the contrary, yet whatever 
wrelted Expoſition ſhe offers, though viſibly contrary to the- 
plain meaning of the words, muſt be believed. But with whom 
this Power and Authority is lodged, is not agreed to among 
themſelves; ſome yielding it, to the High-Prieſt of the Church, 
when in his Chair ; others to the great Sanhedrim of Chriſtendom 
in a General Council ;, others to both jointly : but all this is aſſerted- 
without proof, for that of Chriſt's, of telling che Church, Matth. 
18. 17. ſo often repeated by them, is meant of. particular Offen- 
ces, and ſo is reſtricted to the Caſe of Differences among Bre- 
thren, and relates not to Points of Doftrine. Beſides, the Con- 
text of theſe Words doth clearly ſhew them applicable to ever 
Parochial Church, and yet their Infallibility cannot be aſlerted. 
So it is clear, that Chriſt doth only ſpeak of a Juriſdiction for 
quicting of Differences _—_— Brethren. 

That-of the Gates of Hell their not prevailing againit the Church, 
Mat. 16. 18. proves not the Pretence of In ility. And in- 
deed the Tranſlation of that place deſcrves Amendment, and 
inſtead of Hel, that word is to be rendred Grave ; ſo that the 
meaning of the Phraſe is, Death (which is the Mouth and Gate 
through which we paſs into: the Grave, and is ſo uſed by Greek 
Writers ) ſhall never prevail againſt the Church ; that is, the 
Church ſhall never die. 

Neither will that of the Spirit of Truth leading out into all Truth, 
John 16. 13. adyance the Cauſe a whit, ſince that Promite relates 
to all Believers ; and it is a part of the happineſs of the new Diſ- 
penſation, that all in it ſhall be taught of God. And the Pro- 
miſe of founding the Church on St. Peter, Math. 16. ſaith as lit- 
tle ; for fuppoſe the Rock on whom the Church were to be built, 
were Se. Peter himſelf, which I ſhall not much controvert ; that 
is not peculiar unto him, ſince we are all built on the Foundation 
of the Apoſtles and Prophets ;, and on the twelve Foundations of the 
New Jeruſalem, are written the Names of the twelve Apoitles of 
the Lamb. But what will that prove for a Series of the Bi- 


ſhops of Rome ? 
An 
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And finally, 'for- te: Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. 16. 
194 their-being given to St: Peter, that ſaith-:na more, but that 
he was to open the Goſpel, which is uſually*. called, r1bt: Xing dom 
of God,. or, of Heaven in the New Teſtament. ,Now the uſe of 
Keys being .to. apen the Door, this was peculiar St. Peter's; Ho- 
nour, who did firſt publiſh the Goſpel both to Jews and Gentiles, 
and in particular did frit receive the Gentiles ihto the: New -Dit- 
ſpenſation. But this hath 16 relation to the: Biſhops of Rowe; nor- 
to the pretended Infallibility of that, See. 

That which hath the faireſt appearance of reaſon is, that, if 
there be no abſolute unerring Court on Earth, for deciding -of 
Controverſies, there ſhall be noend:of them ; but every private 
Man may, upon the pretence of: ſome ill-vnderſtood place of 
Scripture, break the Unity of the Church, and ſo the Peace of 
the Church is in hazard of being irrecoverably loſt. But how 
ſpecious ſoever this may appear, it hath no weight in it: Forit 
is certain, that Vice, as well as Errour, is deſtructive of Religj- 
on, and it will be no imputation on our Religion, that the one be 
no more guarded againſt, than the other is; if then there be no 
Authority for repreſſing Vice, but the outward diſcipline of the 
Church ; it-is not incongruous there is no other Authority for 
ſuppreſſing of Error , bat that ſame of the Diſcipline of the 
Church. - It is certainly a piece of Humility, for a Man to ſuſ- 
pect his own Thoughts,. when they lye croſs to the Sentiments of 
the Guides and Leaders of the Church : But withal, a Man ought 
to be in all he does, fly prrſwaded in. bis own Mind ; and we are 
commanded to try the Spirits, and not to believe every Spirit, 1 Joh. 
4-1. Now Reaſon being the chief excellency of Man, and that 
wherein the Divine Image doth mainly conſiſt, it were very ab- 
furd to deny Man a rational judging and diſcerning of theſe 
things wherein his eternal Intereſt is moſt concerned. Beſides the 
Nature of Religion, 'it being a thing ſutable to the Powers of 
the Soul, ſhews that a Man muſt have a conviction of the truth of 
it on his Mind, and that he cannot be bound in contradiction to 
his own apprehenſions, to receive any Opinions meerly upon the 
teſtimony of others. 


If to confirm all this, 1 ſhould addall can be brought from Hi- 
ſtory for proving General Councils to have erred&ia Matters of 
Faith ; or that Popes have been Hereticks, or that they have 

been 
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been anathematized as ſuch, by other Popes and General Coun- 
cils, I ſhould be too tedious. But in end, how ſhall the Vulgar 
know the Definitions of Councils, or the Decrees of Popes? Or 
muſt they be blindly determined by the Prieſt's Aſſertion ? Cer- 
tainly, this were to expoſe them to the greateſt Hazards, fince 
they are not ſuffered to found their Eaith upon the Scriptures : 
Nor doth the Church reveal ker Doctrines to them, ſo that their 
Faith mult be reſolved upon the bare Teftimony of a Prieſt, who 
is yp both ignorant and licentious. And by this we may 
judg to what a paſs the Souls of the People are brought by this 
Doctrine. 

In a word, We are not the Servants of Men, nor bound to thcir 
Authority ; for none can be a Juds, but where he hath Power 
both to try and to coerce. Now none but God can <ither ſearch 
our Hearts, or change them ; for as no Humane Power can know 
our Thoughts, fo neither can-it turn them, which are not in our 
own Power, much leſs in the 'Power of others ; therefore our 
Conſciences can, and muſt only fall within God's Juriſdiction ; 
And ſince the renovation of the Image of God conſiſts in Know- 
ledg, and Religion deſigns an union of onr Souls to Divine 
Truth, that we may freely converſe with it, it will follow, that 
all theſe Pretences of abſolute Authoricy and Infallibility in 
Teaching, are contrary to Ghrilt*s Prophetick Office, who camg 
to reveal the Father to 44, 


The ſecond of Jeſus Chriſt's Officegg,was the Prieſtly, with- 
out which the former had never beett effeftual ; for had we 
known never o perfectly the Will of God, withont a method 
had been laid down for reconciling Sinners to him, it was in yain 
to think of Religion, fince nothing Sinners could do, was able to 
appeaſe God, or expiate Sin ; but this was fully done by the $a- 
crifice of that Lamb of God, 1Vho became Sin for xs, and bare our 
Sins in his own Bady ;, in whom we have Redemption, even forgiveneſs 
of Sin through his Blood, 2 Cor. 5.21. 1 Pet. 2. 24 Epheſ. 1. 7, 
If then any have derogated from the value of this SatisfaCtion, 
they have offered the utmoſt indignity to the higheſt Love, and 
committed the Crime of the greateſt Ingratitude imaginable ; w ho 
would requite the moſt inconceivable Love with ſuch a Sacrile- 

ions attempt : But, how guilty are they of this, who would 
ſet the Merits and Works of Men, i an equality with the Blood 


of 


( 26 ) 
of God ? as if by theſe we were juſtified, or owed our Title to 
Glory, to our own performances, whereas we are taught by the 
Oracles of Cod, that by Grace we are ſaved, that God only hath 
made the difference betwixt us and others ;, and that he hath freely cho- 
ſen us im his Son Chriſt Feſus, Ephel. 2.5. 1 Cor. 4.7. And alas! 
what are we, or what is all 'we do, that it can pretend to the 
loweſt degree of God's Acceptance, without he freely, both help 
us in it, and accept of us for it ? ſo that when he rewards us 
for our Services with Eternal Life, he freely crowns his own free 
Gifts tou;, For when we conlider how great a difproportion 
there 1s betwixt our beſt Services and Eternal Glory, when we 
alſo remember how all our good Actions flow from the Principles 
of Divine Grace freely given, but withal, refle&t on the great 
Defects and ImperfeCtions that hang about our beſt Performances, 
we will not be able to cntertain any thoughts of our meriting 
ought at the Hands of God. And certainly, the deeper Impreſ- 
ſions we have, either of the Evil of Sin, or the Goodneſs of 
God ; we will be further from a capacity of ſwelling big in our 
own Thoughts, or of claiming any thing on the pretenſions of 
Juſtice or Debt. It is true, this Doctrine of Aferit is fo ex- 
plained by ſome of that Church, that there remains no ground 
of quarrelling it ; except for the Terms ſake, which is indeed 
odious ard improper, ( though early uſed by the Ancients in an 
innocent ſenſe). But many of that Church acknowledg, there 
there can be no Obligation on God by our Works, but that 
which his own Promiſe binds upon him ; which none, who be- 
lieve the Truth of the*Prowiles of the Goſpel, can queſtion : 
yet ſtil] we muſt remember that we owe all to the Love of Jeſus, 
and nothing to our ſelves : which as it is the Matter of the Ha!- 
lelajabs of glorified Saints, ſo ſhould be the Subje&t of our daily 
Acknowledgments ; wherefore, we muſt abominate every thing 
that may ſeem to detract from this. But alas ! were all this 
Zeal, many of that Communion own for Merits and good 
Works, meant for the advancing a Holy and Spiritual Life, it 
would carry a good Apology with it, and its noble Deſign would 
very much qualify the ſeverity of its Cenſure ; but when theſe 
good Works, which for fo many Ages were highly magnified, 
' were the building of Churches, the enr:ching of Abbeys, Pilgri- 

mages, ard other trifling and voluntary pieces of Will-worſhip, 
advanced for the Secular [ntcreſts of the Church ; what ſhall be 


ſaid 
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ſaid of all that pains was uſed by the Monks for adyancing them, 
but that they were willing to ſell the value of the Blood and Me- 
rits of Chriſt, for advancing their own ſecular Intereſts, and de- 
'viſed Prattices? Alas! how far are theſe from that Holineſs and 
Sandtity, which muſt qualify us for the Kingdom of God, and 
the Inheritance of the Saints. 

And to end this Matter, let me add one thing, which is moſt 
evident to all who have obſerved the Methods of the DireCtors 
'of Conſciences in that Church, that with whatever Diſtin&tions 
this Matter be varniſhed over among them, yet the Vulgar do 
really imagine they buy and ſcll with Almighty God, by their 
undergoing theſe Laws of the Church, and Penances impoſed 
by their Confeſſor : Which as it nouriſheth the Life of Pride and 
Self-love, ſo it detracts from the value they ought to ſet on 
= Blood of Chriſt, as their only Title to Heaven and 
Glory. 

And to this, I muſt add that diſtinftion of the temporary and 
eternal Puniſhments Sin deſerves : The latter whereot they ac- 
knowledg are removed by the Blood of Chriſt ; but the former 
muſt be expiated by our ſelves, either by Sufferings in this Life, 
or thoſe we muſt endure in Purgatory, unleſs by the Pope's Cha- 
rity we be delivered from them. Now, how contrary this is to 
the Value we are taught to ſet on the Blood of Chriſt, all.may 
judg. Epheſ.2.15. & 5.27. By Chriit Peace 1s made.,we are reconciled 
to God, be repreſents us to the Father without ſpot or wrinkle. And 
much more of this Nature meeting us in Scripture, declares how 
plenary his Satisfaftion was ; nothing being left undone by him, 
for removing the Guilt and Demerit of Sin. And what com- 
fortleſs Doctrine this is, we may ſoon apprehend how it takes 
away that Joy in God, at the approches of Death, ſince there 
is ſuch hazard of. direful Miſeries following. Now, this was no 
{mall part of the Myſtery, by which the World was brought un- 
der their Dominion 3 and therefore great pains was taken for 
rooting the belief of it deep in all Mens Hearts, many Viſions 
and Apparitions were vouched for its Proof; and all the Lives of 
the Saints, that were written for divers Ages, were full of ſuch fa- 
bulous Narrations ; ſome Souls were ſaid to be ſeen ſtanding in 
burning Brimſtone to the Knees, ſome to the Middle, ſome to the 
Chin ; others ſwimming in Caldrons of melted Metal, and Devils 
pouring the Metal down their Throats ; with many ſuch afright- 
ing Stories. D 2 But 
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But for all this, the Proof from Scripturewas only drawn from 
one wreſted place of the Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. 3. 12,15, 14,15. 
_ who ſaith, That sn the Day of the Lord, ſuch as built upon the Foun. 
dation of Chrift, ſuperſtruttures of Wood, Hay, and Stubble, ſhould 
be ſaved, becauſe they kept the Foundation, yet ſo as by Fire, But 
this was only a proverbial form of Speech, to expreſs the riſque 
they run to be ſuch, as of one that efcapes out of a Fire; ſuch 
proverbial Speeches being ufual in Scripture, as that of the Pro» 
pher, Zech. 3. 2. 1s not this a Brand plucked out of the Fire ? Or of 
the Apoſtle, Jude-23. Some ſave with fear, pulling them ont of the 
Fire. And any conſidering Perfon will, at firſt view, ſee how 
ſlender a Foundation this was for the SuperſtruCture built upon 
it. 

But the way was contrived for preſerving Souls from. or re- 
ſcaing them out of Purgatory, will diſcover what were the In- 
ducements of advancing the belief of it with ſuch Zeal, which 
was thus framed : It is believed by that Church, that beſide the 
Commands that neceſſarily oblige all Chriſtians, there are many 
Counſels in the Goſpel, in order to the attaining a higher pitch 
of Perfection, ſuch as the Counſels of Poverty, and Chaſtity, or 
the like ; and they teach, that ſuch as did not obey theſe, cannot 
be ſaid to have ſinned 3 but on the other hand, thoſe who have 
obeyed them, ſhall not want a Reward; by their ſo ſupererroga- 
ting beyond what was ſtrictly bound upon them, and the Reward 
of them is their meriting Hoth for themſelves and others, an ex- 
emption from the Pains of Purgatory. And of all theſe Merits, 
there is a common Treaſure of the Church, wherein for good man- 
ners ſake the Merit of Chriſt is the chief Stock ; and this is com- 
mitted bo the Succeſlors of St. Peter, to whom the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven zre believed to be given, who can commu- 
nicate of that Spiritual Treaſure as they will, either for preſer- 
ving Souls from Purgatory, or for delivering them out of it. 
This could not but work wonders for the exaltation of the Pa- 
pal Dignity, when he was conceited to be honoured of God with 
fo high a Truſt. This was alfo made an Engin for advancing all 
the Papal Deſigns, for upon! any Quarrel he had with any 

Frince, the; Popes proclaimed a Croi/ade,: promiſing exemption 
from Purgatory to all who hazarded their Lives for the Service 
of the Holy Church. And the contrivance of Purgatory being; 
univerſally believed, this could not fail to draw great —_ 

our 
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about his Standards. And by this means' he brought moſt Prin- 
ces into that ſervile ſabjeCtion to him, under which they groaned 
for many Apes. 

Another praCtice yet more baſe and ſordid was, the ſelling of 
Indulgences and Pardons for Mony. Certainly here was Simer?s 
Crime committed by the pretended Succeſſors of him, who had 
of old accuſed him, that thought the Gift of God might be purchaſed 
with Mony, and thereupon did caſt him ont of: the Church. It 
were endleſs to tell the baſe Arts, and blaſphemous Diſcourſes of 
the Monks who were ſent through the World to ſell theſe Indul- 
gences, which in the end proved fatal to that Church, ſince the 
excellive magnifying of them did firſt provoke Luther to examine 
their Corruptions. It is true, they will not hear of the harſh word 
of ſelling Indulgences,but diſguiſe it with their giving then to-ſuch 
as will offer Alms to the Church ; but really, this whole Contri- 
vance is ſo baſe,fo carnal,and ſo unlike the Spirit of Chriſtianity; 
that to repeat it, is to refute it. Here was a brave Device for en- 
riching the Church, when the making great Donations to it; 
was judged ſo effectual for delivering out of Purgatory. Who 
would not out of love to his Friend's Soul, if he believed him 
frying in theſe Flames, give liberally of his Goods ; but much 
rather would a Man give al} that he had for his own Security, 
eſpecially when on his Death-bed he were beſet with Perſons who 
wege confounding him with diſmal Apprehenſions, and thus traf- 
ficking with him for the exchange of ha7Sout; Hence ſprung the 
enriching of Abbeys and Churches ; for every Religious Order 
hath-its own peculiar Merits, which' they can communicate to 
one of their Fraternity : If then a dying Man had gained their 
fayour ſo much, that he was received into their Order, and died 
wrapped in one of their Froeks, then was his Soul ſecure front 
the grim Tormentors below. And what an endleſs heap of Fables 
had they, of Souls being on the brink, or in the midſt of the 
Flames, and of a ſudden ſnatched out ! 

But now all-this Trade hath quite failed them, therefore Ins 
dulgences arefalten in their Rates, and in ſtead of them, there 
are Prayers to be uſed, and eſpecially to be ſaid before priviledg- 
ed Altars, or at fuch Times, or before ſuch Reliques, that it is 
no hard work for any among them to ranſome the Souls of _ 
or to preſerve their own. In a word, doth: not all- this debaſ 


the Spirit of true Religion, and expoſe it to the jealouſy of y 
Atheilts,>. 
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Atheiſts, as if it were a Contrivance for advancing baſe and ſe- 
cular Deſigns. And doth it not eat out the Senſe of true 
Piety, when the Vulgar ſee the Guides of Souls making ſuch 
ſhameful Merchandiſe of them, and doing it with ſuch reſpect of 
Perſors, that if a Man be rich enough, he 1s ſecure 3 whereby our 
Lord's bleſſing of the Poor, and paſſing a Woe on the Rich, ts reverſed. 
But above all, what indignity is by this done to the Blood of the 
Son of God ? And how are the People carried from their depen- 
dance on Him, and their value of His Sufferings, by theſe Pra- 
Ctices ! 


Another Art not very remote from this, for detrafting from 
the value of Chriſt's Death, and the confidence we ſhould have 
in it, is, the Prieſtly Abſolution, wherein after the Sinner hath 
gone over his Sins, without any ſign of remorſe, and told them 
to the Prieſt, he enjoins a Penance, the doing whereof, is called 
2a ſatisfattion ;, and the Vulgar do really imagine, that the under- 
going the Penance, doth fully ſerve for appealing God's Wrath 
againſt Sin ; but as ſoon as the Prieſt hath enjoined his Penance, 
without waiting that they obey it, he lays his Hand on their 
Head, and ſays, I abſolve thee ;, and after this, they judg them- 
ſelves fully cleanſed of Sin, and that they may receive the Sa- 
crament, had their former Life been never ſo bad. It is true, the 
practice of the Prieſts in their ſlight Penances, and haſted Abſo- 
lutions, and promiſcuous allowing of all the Holy Sacrament, is 
condemned by many in that Church, who complain of theſe 
Abuſcs with much honeſt Zeal ; but theſe Complaints are ſo little 
regarded, that their Writings are condemned, and the Corruption 
continues unreformed. Now what can take off more from the 
value of the Death of Chriſt, than to believe it in the Power of 
a Prieſt to abſolve from Sin ? All the Power of the Church being 
either Miniſterially to declare the Abſolution offered in the Go- 
ſpel upon the Conditions in it, or to abſolve from the ſcandal 


which any publick Treſpaſs hath given. It was counted Blaſ- 


phemy in Chriſt, when he ſaid, Thy Ss are forgiven thee, Mar, 
2.5, 10. of which he cleared himſelf, from the Power was commit- 
zed to the San of Man on Earth, to forgive Sins; which ſhews it 
to be Blaſphemy in all others to pretend to abſolve from Sin, it 
being an Invaſion of his Prerogative. 
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To this I might add the Scorn put on Religion by many of the 
Penances enjoined for Sin, ſuch as the abſtiining from Fleſh for { 
many Days, the pattering over ſo many Prayers, the ropedtiehs 
the penitential Pſalms, the going to ſuch Churches, and ſuch Al- 
tars; with other ridiculous Oblervances like theſe, which cannot 
but kill the Vitals of true Religion, and lead away Souls from theſe 
earneſt Applications to Jeſus Chriſt for Pardon and Renoyation. 
And who can have any ſad Apprehenſions of Sin, who is taught 
ſuch an eaſy way of eſcaping Puniſhment ? 

I confeſs in this, as in all other parts of Religion, the Maſters 
of that Church have fo contrived things, that their Doctrines 
might, according to the Fable of the Manua, taſte pleaſant in every 
Man's reliſh : for if any be grave and melancholy, then ſilence, 
ſolitude, and retirement are enjoined them; if their Tem- 
pers be more. fiery and ſullen, ſevere corporal Mortifications 
and Diſciplines are tasked on them, ſuch as cruel and perhaps 
publick Whipping, or other unſpeakable Auſterities ,- with 
which the Lives of the modern Saints are full ; but if one be of a 
more jolly temper, who deſires Heaven at an eaſy rate, then ſome 
trifling Penance ſhall ſerve turn. Theſe are a few of their Arts 
for diverting Souls from flying unto Jeſus, as to the ſure and ſafe 
Refuge from the Father's Wrath, in whom only we can find ſan- 
&tuary, and whom the Father hath ſent into the World to ſeek 
and ſave loſt Sinners. Now whether the Prieſts in the injunction 
of eaſy Penances, and giving Abſolution, do not violate the Pre- 
rogative of Jeſus, and inſenlibly debauch Souls from that affeRio- 
nate and grateful Duty they owe their Redeemer, into their tri- - 
fling Methods and Appointments, I reter it to all who know - 


them. 


Another Oppoſition made to the Prieſtly Office of Chriit is, 
their Conceit of the Sacrifice of the Maſs, which they believe is a 
formal Expiation of Sins, bath for the Living and Dead, who - 
are in Purgatory : Chriſt once offered himſelf up for taking a- 
way Sin, which he did by that one Sacrifice, and this is by the 
Ap tle tated amongit the Differences which are betwixt the Sacrifices 
of Moſes, which were to be daily and yearly renewed and repeated, 
whereas Chriſt offered one Sacrifice in the end of the World, ſo that there 
was no need of more, Heb. 10. 1, 2, 3, 12, 14, Now, to imagine 


that the Prieſts going through the Office of the Maſs, and his re- 
cerving 
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ceiving the confecrated Elements, can have a virtue to expiate the 
Sins of others, eſpecially of the Dead, is a thing ſo contrary to 
the moſt common impreſſions, that. it will puzzle a Man's Belief 
to think any .can credit it. And yet this is one of the Maſter- 
Pieces of the Religion of that Church. It 4s true, in a right 
{enſe, that Sacrament may be called a Sacrifice, as it was by the 
Ancients, either in general, as Prayers, Praiſes, and Almſdeeds 
are called ſo in Scripture ; or as it 13 a Commemoration of the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt ; but to imagine the Action hath an expiatory 
force in it, Is a viſible derogation from the value of Chriſt's 
Death ; and all the value is in any outward Sacramental Action, 
can only be derived into the Soul of the Receiver, but it is ab- 
ſurd to think one Man's Action can be derived to another ; and 
it clearly appears from the inititution of the Lord's Supper, that 
its end was the joint communicating of Believers, which is per- 
verted manifeſtly by the praCtice of theſe Prieſts, who commus- 
nicate in name of the Spectators. 

Finally, What a derogation is it from the Prieſtly Office of 
Chriſt ; one Branch whereof is his Interceſſion, to join Saints or 
Angels with him in that Work, nay, and prefer them to him ? 
Which will be found too true, if the Office of the Virgin, and 


the Prayers offered to her, be compared with thoſe offered to her 


Son. .Did Chriſt þy the Merits of his Paſſion acquire this Honour 
at ſo dear a rate ? and ſhall we for whom he ſuffered, rob him fo 
injuriouſly. and ſacrilegiouſly of his Honour, and beſtow it on 
theſe who are our Fellow-ſervants ? 

But having touched this inthe former part of my Diſcourſe, 1 
advance my Enquiry to the Oppoſition given the Regal Office of 
Chriſt: And firſt, how contrary is it to the Glory wherewith 
even his Humane Nature and Body is refulgent in Heaven, to be- 
lieve, that five words, muttered out by the Prieſt, ſhall have the 
virtye to produce his real and ym Body, inſtead of the anni- 
hilated Elements of Bread and Wine, and yet under their Acci- 
dents and Appearances ? This is a new and ſtrange kind of Hu- 
mailiation, .if true, by which he who is now cloathed with Glory, 
mult be every day expoſed under ſo thick, {o dark, and fo con- 
temptible a covering, as are the reſemblances of Bread and Wine. 
What low thoughts of his Perſon muſt it breed in ſuch Minds as 
arg capable of believing this Contrivance ? 


Again, 
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Again, he, a9 King of the Charch, hath given her Laws and 
Precepts, to whoſe Obedience ſhe is obliged z to which none can 
add, without they acknowledg another Head, and whoſe Obliga- 
tion none can antie or diſpenſe with ; for Chriſt's Dominion con- 
lifts in this Anthority he hath over our * Conſciences, which he 
hath vindicated into Liberty, by delivering us from the Bondage 
of Corruption.. If then any pretend a Power of obtruding 
new Articles on our Belief, or Obligations on- our .Conſctences, 
thefe muſt be confeſſed to be injurious to the Dignity wherewith 
Chriſt is veſted. What then Mall be ſaid of him, who pretends 
an Anthority of diſpenſing with, and diflolving the Obligation of 
Oaths, of dillolving the Wedlock-bond, of allowing the Marriage 
in the forbidden Degrees ? And as for thcir Additions to'the Laws 


- of Chriſt, they are innumerable. And here what I mentioned laſt, 


calk me to mind of a pretty Device, fo multiply the forbidden 
Degrees of Marriage, yea, and add the Degreegof Spirinual Kin- 


- dred, that is, of Kindred with our God-farhers or God-mothers 


1n Baptiſm, which is done vpon-no orher deſign, bat to: draw in 
more tothe Treaſure of the Chnreh, by frequent Difpenſes. If I 
ſhould here reckon up all the Additions which by the Authority of 
that Church are made to the Laws of Chriſt, I ſhould reſame ail 
that I have hitherto al{:dged, they being viſible Additions to the 
Doftrine and Rules of the Goſpel, and impoſed with ſuch unmer- 
cifut Cruelty, that an Anathema is the mildelt of the Spirirnal 
Cenſures they thunder againft ſach as comply not with their Ty- 
ranny ; and a Faggot would be its civil Sanftion, were the Secular 
Powers at their Devotion, I do not deny but there is-an Autho- 
rity, both in the Civil and Ecclefiaſtick Powers, of enjoining 
things indifferent, but no Anthority beſide Chrift*s can reach the 
Conſcience. Beſides, if theſe indifferent things ſwelt f@ in their 
number, be vain, pompous, and uſeleſs, and be- impoſed without 
all regard to the render Scruples of weak Conſciences;they become 
tyrannical ; and ſich as do ſoimpoſe them, difcover their affetting 
a tyrannical and Lordly Dominion over Conſciences ; and that 
they prefer their own Devices to the ſimpler Methods of Chrift. 
and che plainer and eaſter Rules of his Goſpel. + 

But one Inſtance of their abrogating the Laws of Chrift 15more 
ſignal, in their violating the Sacrament of rhe Lord*s Supper ; 
wherein, tho he inſtituted it under both kinds, and did {o dt- 


ſtribute it, with the expref — all ſhould drink. of it ; 
yet 
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yet they preſamed, notwithſtanding of that, and tho the Primitive 
Church diſtributed it in both Kinds, which is confeſſed in their Canon, 
to ſnatch the Cup from the Laity, and. engrols it to the Clergy, 
Now it is to be conſidered, that the value of the Sacramental 
Aftions flowing only from their Inſtitution, the firſt Appoint- 
ment ſhould be moſt religiouſly obſerved in them : Beſides, the 
univerſal extent of Chriſt's Word, Drink ye all of it, which was 
not uſed in the diſtribution of the Bread, hath. a particular My- 
ſtery in it, to guard againſt the foreſeen Corruption of thar part 
of it;. and the reaſon given in thediſtribution of the Cup, ſhews, 
it muſt reach to all that need the Blood of Chriſt for the remiſſion, 
of Sins; which not being reſtrained tothe Prieſts, ſhews, that 
the Cup, without a direct oppolition tothe Mind and Command. 
of Chriſt, ought not to be taken from the People ; and any that 
will read the goodly Reaſons given for this Sacriledg, will ſee 
what a low account they have of the Commands of - Chriſt, when 
upon ſuch trifling Pretences they will violate them. And with- 
how much cruelty they backed this Invaſion of Chriſt's Autho- 
rity, the Hiſtory will declare, they beginning 1t with a perfidious 
burning of two Witneſſes who oppoſed it at Conſtance : And oc- 
caſioning ſo much War and Blood-ſhed againſt thoſe who adhered- 
to the Rule of the Goſpel-in the Matter, and refuſed to ſtoop to - 
their Tyranny. 

But I advance to another.Invaſion of Chriſts Regal Authority, . 
committed by him who pretends to be the Vniverſal Biſhop of the 
Church, and to have Authority over all Church-men ; whom he 
makes ſwear Obedience to him, and looks on them but as his De- 
legates : It was unluckily done of Gregorythe Great, to be ſo ſe- 
vere on this Head, as to condemn the. Title of Vniverſal Biſhop, . 
a Antichriſtian : But little dream*d he in how few Years his Suc- 
ceſſor would aſpire to that height of Ambition. Now by this 
pretence, all theſe Officers whom Chriſt hath appointed to Rule 
and Feed his Church, are turned out of their Authority, and 
made ſubject to him : And with how much pride he treads on his 
Fellow-Biſhops, the Hiſtories of many. Ages do declare. It is 
true, at firſt, as being Biſhop of the Imperial City, the Biſhops 
| of. Rome were highly eſteemed, but Pride and Ambition began 
ſoon. to leayen them; yet they were for the firit four Apes, 
looked upon by the other Biſhops, but as their Fellow-Biſhops, 
and by the Decrees .of. two General Councils, the. Biſhops of 

| Conſtan- 
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'Conft antryople were in _all things, except the Precedency, made 
equal to them : And by the Decree of the Couneil of Mice, 
other Mctropolitans are levelled with them. And here I muſt 
tell of a ſhameful Forgery of three Biſhops of Rome, who, one af- 
ter another, would have obtruded on the African Churches, a Decree, 
allowing of Appeals from them to the Roman See, as if it had been 
made at Nice : Which they of Africk rejetted, and upon Tryal, found 
it to be nme of the Appointments at Nice, but a Decree of th Coun» 
cil of Sardice. : , 3] | | 

But by degrees the Biſhops of that City got up to the height 
they are now at; and not content with their uſurping over 
their Brethren and Fellow-Church-men ; their next attempt 
was upon Princes, who deriving their Authority from Teſs 
Chriſt, the King of Kings, by whom Kings do reign ;, it was an In- 
valion of his Power to attempt againſt his Vice-Gerents on 
Earth. But the Popes made no Bones of this, for being -now 
held Chrii#'s Vicars on Earth, with other blaſphemous Ti- 
tles, as Yice-God, yea, and Lord God, they thought their Power 
was limited, as long as Kings and Emperors were, not even in 
Temporals ſubjeft to them. And therefore from the days of 
Pope Gregory the Seventh, they pretended to a Power of depo- 
ſing Princes, diſpoſing of their Dominions to others, and diſ- 
penſing with the Oaths of Fidelity their SubjeCts had ſworn to 
them; and ir was eaſy for them to make Crowns change their 
Maſters as they pleaſed : For there were always other ambi- 
' tious Princes ready, for their own Ends, to invade- the Domi- 
nions of theſe depoſed Kings, upon the Pope's Warrant ; {and 
the generality of the People were ſo poſlelled with the Pope's 
Power of releaſing. Souls from Purgatory, and from the . pu- 
niſhments due to. Sin, that they were eaſily prevailed upon to fol- 
low his-Thunders : And by that time the Popes had ſwarms of 
Emiſſaries of the begging Orders, who under ſhew of auſtere 
Piety, . gained much reverence and eſteem in the World ; and ſo 
got all ſubjected to the Papal Tyranny. - Now, ſhould I in- 
ſtance this in Particulars, I ſhould tranſgreſs the limits of a 
ſhort Diſcourſe by a long Hiſtory ; but the Lives of Gregory the 
Seventh, Alexander the Third,. Boniface the Eighth, and Julius 
the Second:; to mention no more, will ſufficiently convince any 
who will be at the pains toread them, as they are written by theſe 
who lived in that Communion. And Matthew-of Pars will at 
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length- inform bis Reader, bow much, and how often England 
ſmarted under this Tyranny. | 

Andall this is ſo far from being denied, that it is defended a- 
yowedly by not a few of the Canonifts and Feſuits, and is a 
Poctrine dearly entertained in the Court of Rowe to this day ; 
as appeared from the late Attempt of Pope Paw! the Fifth upon 
Venice : But the World is now a little wiſer, than to be carried 
away by theſe Arts, and therefore that Pretence is Jaid to fleep, 
till haply the Beaſt be healed of the Wound was given it at 
the Reformation, [2 I 

But I cannot Jeave this Particular, without my ſad Regrates, 
that roo deep a tinure of this Spiric of Antichriſtianiſm is a- 
mong, many, who pretend mych averſion to it ; fince the Do- 
Erine of relifling Magiſtrates, npon colours of Religion, is ſo 
ſtifly maintained, and adhered to by many, who pretend to be 
highly reformed, tho this be one of the Characters of the /carler- 
coloured Whore, But thus far have we gone through the ſecond 
part of Antichrilt's CharaCter, and have diſcovered too clear in- 
dications of a difformity to the Spirit and Truth of the Chriſti- 
an Religion, in all the Branches of the Honour and Worſhip due 
to Jeſus the only Mediator of the New Covenant. | 


From this I proceed to the third part of my Enquiry, which 
is, the Qppoſition made to the great- Detign of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, for elevating the Souls of Men into a participation of the 
Divine Nature, whereby the Soul being inwardly purified, and 
the outward Converſation regulated, the World may be reſtored 
to its Premutive Innocence : And Men admitted toan inward and in- 
timate fellowſbip with their Maker. The firſt ſtep of this Reno- 
vation, Is, Repentance ; for God commands Men every where to re- 
peut 5; and Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins are always united : 
Ard this being an horrour at Sin upon the ſenſe of its native defor- 
my, and conrariety to the Law of God, which makes the Soul ap- 
prebend the bazard it hath incurred by it 3 fo, as to ftudy by all means 
poſſible ta avoid it in all time coming ;, nothing doth prepare the 
mind more for Faith in Chriſt, and the ſtudy of a new Life, than 
Repentance ; which muſt needs be previous to theſe. But what 
Devices are found to enervate this ? Sins mult be divided into 
Venial and Mortal ;, the former deſerving only ſome temporal Pu- 
nilhment, and being ealily expiated by ſome trifling piece of 
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ſeeming Devotion, ang bereby many Sins are ſtruck out of 
Penitents conſideration : For who can have a great apprehenſion 
of thar which i3 fo ſlighily expiated ? And this may be extended 
to the eaſy Pardons, given for acknowledged mortal Sins : For 
he who thinks that God can be appeaſed for them, with the ſay- 
ing by rote ſo many Prayers, cannot poſſibly have deep appre- 
henſions of their being either ſo diſpleaſing to God, or fo odious 
in themſel yes. But ſhall I to this add their aſſerting, that a /im- 
ple attrition, which is a ſorrow flowing from the conſideration of any 
42 gr Evil, God hath brought upon the Sinner, without any regard 
had, either to the vilencſs of the Sin, or the Offence done to God by it ;, 
that is (I ſay) can ſuffice for juſtifying Sinners, and qualifying 
them for the Sacrament, whereby the neceſlity of Contrition, and 
Sorrow flowing from the Principle of the Love of God, is made 
only a high degree of Perfeftion, but not indiſpenſibly neceſla- 
Ty. In the next place ; all theſe Severities they enjoin for Penan- 
ces, do but tend to nouriſh the Life of Sin, when Sinners Tee a 
Trade ſet up by which they can buy themſelves off from the 
Wrath of God. To this is to be added the Dottrine of Indul- 
gences,- which is ſo direCt an oppoſition to ag ng Repen- 
tance, as if it had been contrived for diſpoſleſſing the World of 
the ſenſe of it. 

That which is next preſſed in the Goſpel for uniting the ſouls 
of Mankind to God, # that noble ternary of Graces, Faith, Hope, 
and Love, by which the Soul reſts in Goda by a holy affiance in him, 
believing the Truth of his Goſpel, expetting the accompliſhment of his 
Promiſes, waiting for the full fruition of him, and delighting in his 
glorious Perfettions, and Excellencies. Now how much all this is 
ſhaken by theſe carnal and groſs Conceptions, the Roman Do- 
Arine offers of God in their Image and Mafs-worſhip, and by 
their Idolatry. to Saints, is appurent ? Are they not taught to con- 
find more in the Firgia, or their Tutelar Saints, than in the 
Holieſt of al] ? Doth not the fear of Purgatory damp the hopcs 
of future bleſſedneſs ? And fihally, what impions Doctrine hath 
been publickly licenſed and printed in that Church of the degrees 
of the Iove we owe to God ? Some blaſphemouſlly teaching, that 
we are not at all bound to love hin, others mincing it ſo, as if they 
were afraid of his being too much beloved. | 

In a word, there is an impiety inthe Merals of forre of that 


Church, particularly among the D-/ciptes of Loyola, beyond what 
| was 
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was ever taught amongſt the | worlt. of the Heathen Philoſophers, 
which - hath been fully diſcovered by ſame of the honeſter and 
more zealous of that Communion. And though. theſe Corrup- 
tions have not been 'avowed by the Head of that Church, yet by 
their being publickly vented, by the Deaf Ear he gives to all the 
Complaints againſt them, and by the conſtant Careſſes and Pri- 
viledges he heaps upon. that Order which teacheth them, he dif- 
covers either his great Satisfattion in_ that. corrupt Doctrine, or that 
upon the account of other intereſts, he is content to betray the Souls 


,of Chriſtians into the corruption of ſuc! impious and ungodly - 


'Leaders, ſince the Order that hath owned all theſe Corruptions is 
yet poſſeſſed of the Conſciences of the greater part of them that 
own that Communion, tl1ey —_ the univerſal Confteffors. And 
ſince they licenſe the publick vending of ſo much corrupt Doctrine 
in printed Writings, what reaſon - have we to ſuſpect their baſe 
compliance with Sins in their more ſecret and unknown Practiiings, 
with ſuch poor deluded Souls as truſt to their Conduct, of which 
many proofs are brought by other of that ſame Church ? 

But I purſue my enquiry into the other traces of the Antichri- 
ſtian Corruption, of the Purity and Power of our moſt Holy 
Faith : Solemn Worſhip, and ſecret Devotion, are the great means of 
uniting Souls to'God, arftof deriving, the aſſiſtance of his Spirit and 
Grace to us;- but whe theſe are performed in an unknown Tongue, 
how. uncapable are tlfey of reaching that End? And the Do&trine 
of- the efficacy of the Sacraments, for conveying of Grace by the Work 
wrought, looks like a delign againſt all ſerious preparation for the 
worthy receiving, of them 3 ſince by that DoCtrine, a Man, be he 
never ſo ill prepared, yet is ſure of their efficacy 3 for if his Prieſt 
abſolve him, and he have a ſimple Attrition for Sin, without any 
thing of the Love of God, he is by their Doctrine and Conduct qua- 
litied for. receiving worthily, were his Heart never 10 much united to 
Sin, or averſe from all Devotion, or Application to Divine Matters, 
And what Complaints ſhall be here' made of theſe who tcach that. the 
ſure way of gaining the Favour of God, which they phraſe by the 
Keys of Paradiſe, is to ſay the Ave, to bid the bleſſed Virgin, Geod- 
morrow every day, or to ſend our Angel Guardian to ſalute her? or 
finally, to wear a Medal or Roſary in devotion to her, though- from the 
firſt time we begin to wear it, we-never again thinkof her 3 Doth not all 
this-look like a conſpiracy againſt the Power of Godlinels ? 


But 
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But ſhall we next conſider the Moral Law, which though Chriſt 
ſaid he came not to diſſolve, but to fulfil; Matth.' 5. 17. Yet they 
have found out DiſtinCtions and Dofctrines to deſtroy it. It Is 
true, what may be ſaid here, cannot fo dire&tly, as to every 
particular,, be charged upon the Roman Church, fince it hath 
not been decreed by Pope, or Council z but when prophane Ca- 
ſuiſts have printed DoCctrines, which tend to the fubverſion of 
the moſt common principles of Vertue and Morality, and thefe 
are licenſed according to: the Rule of that Church : And for as 
publick as they are, and for all the Cenſures and Complaints 
others have paſled upon them, yet they continue without any 
cenſure from the Chair of Rome, it-is a ſhrewd preſumption that 
they are not unwelcome to that See: Though for good Manners- 
ſake they have given them no other owning, but a connivance, 
joined with an extraordinary cherifhing of that School whict 


vents them. 


Two general Doctrines they have, which at two ſtroaks dif- 
ſolve all the bonds of Vertue. The one is, the Dofirine. of Pro- 
bability ;, the other, of good Intention. . | 

By the firſt, they teach, that if any approved DoCtor of the 
Church have held an Opinion about any praftical thing, as pro- 
bable any Chriſtian may with a ſafe Conſcience follow it, were it 
never ſo much condemned by others, and did it appear with the 
blackeſt Viſage : And by this it is, that ſcarce there 1s a Sin which 
may not be ſafely hazarded on, ſince there have been of the ap- 
proved Doctors of that Church, who have made a ſhift, by di- 
ſtinCtions, - to repreſent the worſt Actions, not only as probable, 
but as really Good. 7 

The next Doctrine is, of good Intention, whereby they teach 4 
Man to commit the grofſeſt Legerdemain with God and his own Con- 
ſcience imaginable ;, by which he may aft any Sin he will, provided he 
intend not that, :1t ſome other good Deſign or Motive: And any 
that will read the Provincial Letters, or the Myſtery of Feſuitiſm, 
and compare their Citations with the Authors whence they take 
them, will ſoon be ſatisfied of the truth of this. 

We have already ſeen how that Church violates the two firſt 
Commandments, by her Idolatry : Whereby in oppoſition to the ' 
firſt, ſhe worſhips Saints and Angels, with thoſe afts and ex- 


preſlions of Adoration only due to God. The ſecond is: allo ' 
palpably 
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palpably violated þy their Image-worſhip, and adoring God 
r {enGble. and external repreſentations. T he:third is made 
yoid by the Pope's pretending to diſpence with Oaths, and 
to annul their Obligation, as alſo by their Doftrines of Equive- 
cation and mental Refervations, in all Oaths, both afkertory, end 
promilloxy ;, belides the impious Doctrives of ſome Caſviſts, 
tbat juſtify the prophaning of God's Sacred Name in raſh and common 
fwearing, Their contempt of the fourth Precept is not denied, 
it being uſually. among them a Day of mercating, dancing, and 
fooliſh jaltity : Many among them teaching, that to hear Maſs 
that day, doth fully anſwergthe Obligationsfor. its obſervance. 
T heir coatempt of the [ifth; follows, upon the Dottrine of the 
Pope's Power, of depoling Princes, and freeing the: Subjects from. 
their Obligation, to them ; by which they are taught to rebel, 
and reſiſt the: Ordiwance of God. Bekdes, their Caſuiſts allow 
it as lawful ro deſire rhe Parents Death, provided it be not aut of ma- 
lice to him, but out of a deſire of goad to themſelves ;, that they may 
enjoy their Inheruance, or be rid of their Trouble. Yea, ſome of 
ther impious Caſuilts ſay, that Children muy lawfully mtend the kil- 
ling of their Parents, and may diſown them, and Marry without their 
conſent. | 
For the faxth Command, their Caſuiſts do generally allow, to 
kell in defence of Honour, Life, or Goods, even though the hazard 
of loſing them be not near and evident, but afar off and un-- 
certain : And they teach, that a Manis not bound to ſtay till a- 
nother ſmite bim-;, but if he threaten him, or if he offend with 
bis Words, or if one know that he hath a deſign upon bis Ho- 
nour, Life, or Goods, he may, with a good Conſcience, pre- 
vent, and kill him. And this they extend to all forts of Per- 
fons, both Secular and Religious; allowing it to Sons againſt 
their Fathers. And they leave it free to them to execute this by | 
whatever means they judg moſt proper, whether by force, or Y 
ſurprize, or by the Service of others, if they dare not attem 
to kill by their own Hands ; which they ſtretch to the caſe of 
one who knows another guilty of a Crime, and intends to 
purſve him for it; and thcy allow the Guilty Perſon, if he know 
no other way of eſcape, to kill him who intends his Accufation, 
that. he may thereby preſerve his Life ; in order to which they 


alſo allow it lawful to kill the Witneſles that may prove the 
Crime, | 
As 
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As for the ſeventh Command, modeſty cannot name their pol- 
luted Doctrines about it : They barred the Clergy the lawful uſe 
of Marriage, bur did allow them Concubinate ; and rhe publick 
Licenſes given to baſe Houſes in the Popes Dominions, prove that See 
a Mother of Fornications, even in the Letter ; the Religious Houſes 
being likewiſe full of Irreligious Intanglements into a courſe of 
life, which many times they are nor able to bear ; but being re- 
ſtrained from .the hencurabie Or dimance of God, many of theſe 
Houſes have proved either Neſts of Filthine(s, or of ſecret Im- 
purities 3 Which ir ſeems by the rules of Confeſſion, and the que- 
ſtions their Confeſlors puts to them, are known to abound among 
them. And any that have read theſe, will confeſs, that it defiſes 
a Chaſt Mind to read them ; but what muſt ic be to ask them, 
eſpecially at thoſe of a different Sex ? Shall | alſo here mention 
the frequent diſpenſing with Marriages within degrees forbidden, 
and the:r as frequent diſſolving of that Sacred Knot, though ( as 
if they bad reſolved on @ contraditticn to all the Rules of the Geſpel ) 
they refuſe to diſſolve the Bond on the account of Adultery, which 
Chriſt hath made the only ground that can juſtifie the diſſolution of it ? 
But ſhall 1 add to this, the baſe Impieties, of which not only theſe 
of purple and ſcarlet Livery among them have been notoriouſly 
guilty, but even the Villanies of ſome that have worn the Triple 
Crown? As I ſhould grow too tedious, ſo 1 mult needs tell things, 
Which to a pure mind were both nauſeating to write and to read. 
Thoſe that have been in that Spiritual Babylon, know, that is 
a Sodom, even in the letter, none being more guilty of that crying 
Wickedneſs, than thoſe that bear the charafter of Religious or 
Sacred Orders. And what ſhall we think of the Scarlet Frater- 
nity, that' produced a Monſter that attempted Heaven it ſelf, by 
writing in defence of that Impiety, which it avenged by Fire and 
Brimſtone, and yet had no Cenſure paſſed on him for it? Where- 
as for the leaſt tinCture of Calviniſm or Lutheraniſm, he had been 
condemned to the Fagot. Some of themdo allo teach, that For- 
nication is not forbidden by the Laws of Nature, and only by 
poſitive Precepts, fo that it may be diſpenſed with. 

For the eigh1b Command, thoſe profane Caſuiſts have made 
ſach ſhifts for it, that none needs to be guilty of Theft ; for they 
teach it to be 119 ſin to take that from another which he made no uſe 
of, but may weil want ; and that in ſuch a caſe, he who ſteals, is not 
obliged to reſtitution : Others of them teach, That he who ſtole a 

great 
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great Sum, u not obliged tothe reſtitution of the whole, but only of (5 
much as may make the thefs not notable : Eut they teach, that [mall 
thefts, even theugh often repeated, are but Venial ſias, Which is an 
excellent Doctrine for warranting Servants inſenſibly to purloin 
their Maſters goods : They alſo teach Arts of eſcaping juſt Debts, 
beyond all the ſubtilties of falſe Lawyers ; Which the Jeſuits 
themſelves bave often put in practice, and have found out Arts 
for pultitying oppreſſive Uſury, defrauding of Creditors, ruining 
of Commerce, and making Havock of our Neighbours Goods 
without Inyuſtice. | 

For the ninth !/C:mmand, though it be ſo contrary to Nature, 
that the worſt of men count it a reproach to be charged with 
Falſhood, and Lying , yet they hare favoured it avowedly: For - 
by their Dottrines of Equivocating and uſing Mental Reſervations, 
the greateſt Falſities in the World may be averred and ſworn 
without ſin : And the value they ſet on a ſtrict obſervance of Pro- 
miſes, and candor in them, appeared at Cnſftance, where a 
whole Council required $::i/mund the Empzror , to burn 7obn 
H#/:, and ferom of Prague, though he had given them his ſafe 
Conduct; for they ta'ght him, that Faith was not, to be kept to 
Hereticks, Another ſuch like trip of one of the Popes, proved 
fatal both to Ladiſlaus, and the Kingdom of Hungary, at Varna ; 
where they breaking the Truce they had ſworn to the I'urk, upon the 
Pcpes Warrant. were ſignally puniſhed for their treachery, The Do- 
Qtors of the forementioned School do allo teach, that he who 
hath born falſe Witneſs in a matter that may colt another his 
Life, is not kourd to retract it, if that retractation may bring 
great evils upon him. They alſo propoſe methods for ſuborning 
Witneſſes, and fallifying of Writs and Records, without any fin ; 
and that all this may be done to defame a perſon with ſome horrid 
imputation, Who is led as a Witneſs to prove any thing againſt 
one, that thereby he may be caſt from witneſling. 

And as for the tenth C:mmard, they bave ftruck out all the firſt 
motions of the mind to Evil, from being accounted Sins ; and by 
their diviſion of fins into Venial, and Mortal, they make ſure 
enough Woik of this Tommand, that it ſhall not be broken mor- 
rally. It were an endleſs work to go ard make out all theſe 
particulars, of their d:{f-lving the Moral Law, by clear proofs : 
but ke who defires ſati:f:Ction in that, Will find it in the Provin- 


«tal Litters, or the oral: of the Je[#5 5 
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But if we paſs from the Law, to the Goſpel, we ſhall find they 
have made no leſs bonesof it. Weare all over the Goſpel called 
to be heavenly-minded, to deſpiſe the World, and to ſet our af- 
fetions on things above ; and particularly, Church-men are 
caught not to ſeek the riches, ſplendor and vanities of a preſent 
World ; which was moſt vigorouſly enforced by the Example of 
Chriſt and his holy Apoſtles. But how contrary to this is that 
Religion, whole great deſign is, the enriching and aggrandizing 
of the Teachers and Paſtors of it, chiefly of him who pretends to 
be the ſupreme and ſole Paſtor ? I need not here re-mind the Rea- 
der, of the Trade of Indulgences, by which that Church roſe 
to its riches and pomp; nor need I tell what a value they ſet on 
outward actions of piety, the chief of theſe being the enriching 
of Churches, and Abbies; and how theſe were commended to 
the World as the ſure means of attaining eternal life. Shall I add 
to this, the viſible and groſs ſecularity and grandeur, in which 
the Head, and other Prelates of that Church do live ? The Head 
of it being in all things a temporal Prince, perpetually buſied in 
intrigues of State, and ballancing the Princes of Europe , and 
chiefly of Italy; and what baſe and Simoniacal praftices abound 
inthat Court, all who have written of it with any degrees of Iin- 
genuity, do acknowledg, all things are venal there : "Money 
being able to raiſe the baſeſt and unworthieſt to the higheſt promo- 
tions ; the Cardinals are alſo named either upon the Intereſts of 
Princes, and chiefly of the two great Crowns ; or to make the 
Popes Nephews have a greater ſtroke in the next Conclave ; or upon 
ſome ſuch carnal account. And perhaps, for good manners ſake, 
a Scholar, or a perſon famous for devotion, may ger ared Hat, 
but ſuch are always the leaſt eſteemed in the College ; all af- 
fairs being governed by the Popes Nephews, or the Protettors of the 
Crowns, And who ſhall expect that ſuch a company of ſecular, 
ignorant, (I mean in matters of Religion) and ofrentimes li- 
centious men, ſhould be the great Sanhedrim, by whoſe advice 
all that belongs to Religion muſt be managed? Theſe muſt be 
likewiſe the Electors of the Pope, when the See is vacant ; whom 
they chuſe our of their own number, who is always ele{ted by 
the prevailing Intereſts of one of the Crowns, or by the Faction 
of the former Popes Nephews. And' what Caballings, what be- 
ſpeaking of Suffrages, and what:impudent ambitus is commonly 
practiſed in the Elections of- Popes, is well enopgh known, nor 
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can it be denied. Now, what man of common ſenſe can ima- 
gine, that a Pope thus elefted by Simoniacal Arts, and carnal 
Intereſts, can be Chriſts Vicar on Earth, or bave the Holy Ghoſt al- 
ways affixed to his Chair, that be ſhall newer err in any of his De- 
crees * Truly, he that can believe this, may believe any thing 
that is groſs and abſurd. Is not the whole frame and contrivance 
of that Court turned ſo entirely Secular, that nor a veſtige of 
the Character of a Church, or of Church-men, remains? And 
to this, ſhall I add all the ſplendor of their Apparel, the ſtate of 
their Proceſſions, and the Ceremonies of their Coronation, and 
how they wear a Triple Crown? which being ſo well known to 
all whoever were at Rome, need not be deſcanted on by me. Eut 
the mention of the Crown calls me to mind of the literal accom- 
pliſhment of that, of Myſtery, being on the forehead of the Whore ; 
ſince the word Myſtery, was for a great while the Inſcription on 
the front of their Triple Crown , though it be now altered ; 
which being proved by others, I may not ſtay to make ir good. 
From this I ſhould deſcend co the Cardinals, Biſhops, and Abbots, 
and ſhew how ſecular they are become ; all their deſign being to 
engroſs the Power, and monopolize all Riches : which contagi- 
onis alſo derived into the Inferiour Orders of the Clergy , who by 
the magnifying of cheir lmages, Saints, and Reliques, uſe all the 
Arts they can deviſe for enriching of themſelves and their friends. 
And even thoſe Orders that pretend to mortification, and aban- 
doning the world, and talk of nothing but their poor” and au- 
ſtere manner of Life, yet have poſleſled themſelves of no ſmall 
part of the Riches and glory of the World. Ir is true, there is 
a young Brotherhood among them, which though the youngeſt, 
yet hath outſtripped the elder, and made them ſtoop to it, and 
ſerve it. And what baſe and ſordid ways that Society bath pur- 
ſued, for arriving at the higheſt pitch of greatneſs, and riches, 
and how ſucceſsfully they have managed their deſigns, is (uffici- 
ently cleared, what through the Zeal of ſome of the honeiter 
of that Communion, what through the envy of other emula- 
ting Orders: All theſe things do fullv prove how unlike that 
Church is' to the poor and pure ſimplicity of Chriſt 2nd his Apo- 
ſtles, and of the ficſt Ages of the Church. 

If we further examine the Characters of Evangelical purity, 
we have them from the mouth of our Saviour, when he com- 
mands us to learn of him, for be was meck and lowly in heart ; and 
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he made it the diſtinguiſhing badge of his Diſciples, that rhey 
lowed one arother. Now for humility, it is true the Head of that 
Church calls himſelf the ſervant of rhe ſervants of God; bur 
how far ſuch humility is from his Deſign, his aſpiring pretences do 
loudly declare, All the World mult ſtoop to him ; not only 
muſt his ſellow-Biſhops ſwear obedience to him, and become h's 
Vaſlals, but the Kings of the Earth muit be his footiſtool, and 
all muſt pay him that ſervile homage of kiſſing his foot; an am- 
bition as inſolent as extravagant. His power muſt be magnified 
with the moſt blaſphemous Titles of bx being God, our Lord God 
on Earth Omnipotent ; with a great deal more of ſuch ſervile Adu- 
lations, offered th him from the Paraſites of that Court. In a 
word, a great part of that Religion, when rightly confidered, 
will be found on deſign contrived and abetted, for exalting him 
to the. higheſt degrees of infolence : But ſo many proofs of this 
were already upon other occaſions hinted, that itis needleſs to go 
over them again; and that ſame leven levens the whole Inmp of 
their Clergy; who all pretend, that by their Eccleſiaſtical cha- 
ratter they are only ſubje totheir Head, and fo enjoy an immu- 
nity from the Civil Authority, be their crimes what they may be. 
And an in-road on this pretence of late, from the State of Venice, 
when they ſeized two Churchmen that were highly guilty, drew 
out ſo much of their moſt holy Fathers indignation, that he 
thundred againſt them, and finding the weakneſs of the /p:rirual 
ſword, reſolved to try the edge of his temporal one upon them, in 
patrociny, partly of theſe Villains, and partly of the covetouſneſs 
of the Clergy, to which the Senate had ſer a ſmall limit, by a 
Decree ; but finding they were like ro prove too hard for him, 
be was willing to put up has ſword, rather than to kill and cat, as 
one of his Cardinals adviſed him. 

Shall I with this alſo tell the inſtances of the ambition of Car- 
dinals, who from their firſt original of being Presbyters of Rows, 
have riſen up co the height of counting themſelves the compani- 
ons of Kings, and in their habits affect a Princely ſplendor, but 
have uniuckily ch;ſen the Liveries of the whore ; for they wear Scar- 
let as the Biſhops do Purple, the foreteld colours of the Whores Gare 
ments, Shall I next ſhew to what a height of pride the exaltation 
of the Prieſtly dignity among them hath riſen? as if it were 
equal, nay, preferrable to the condition of Princes. The 
Prieſt giving abſolution , is a ſure device to make his power 
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be much accounted of, ſince he can forgive fin. The gorgeous 
and rich apparel they wear in worſhip, ſerves alſo to ſet off their 
Dignity. . And what a goodly device is it, that their ſpittle muſt 
make one of the ſacred Rites in Baptiſm ? Certainly that muſt be 
eſteemed a marvellows holy creature, whoſe very excrements are (0 ſa- 
cred. Their engroſſing the Cup to themſelves from the people, 
was another trick for raiſing of their eſteem: But above all 
things, their power of tranſmuting the ſubſtance of the Bread 
and Wine into the Body and Blood of Chriſt, by uttering five 
words, was a marvellous device, to make all the World admire 
them, who can fo eaſily, and every day work a miracle, com- 
pared to which, all the miracles of the Goſpel may paſs for ordi- 
nary actions. What a great piece of wonder muit ſuch a man 
be held to be, who can thus exerciſe his authority over the very 
perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, notwithſtanding of all-the glory to which he 
is now exalted? And it was no contemptible Ungine tor that ſame 
deſign, - to poſſeſs the people with a belief of the Prieſts offering in 
the Maſs an expiatory Sacrifice, for the ſins both of the dead and 
living ; which proved a Stock for them to trade on, both for their 
ambition and covetouſneſs, and from theſe evidences we may in- 
fer, how little of the humility of Chriſt appears in the Church, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt. 

The next branch of the Evangelical ſpirit , is Meekneſs and 
Charity, which leads me unto the conſideration of the fourth 
Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion, which was the uniting of Man- 
kind under one Head, and into one Body ; and this it deſigned to 
effeftuate, not only by theſe ſublime Precepts of the higheſt love, 
and the utmoſt extent of the pardoning of injuries, and of re- 
turning them with the beſt offices of love and prayer, which the 
bleſſed Author of our Faith did enact ; but by the aflociating of 
the Faithful into one Society, called the Church, which was to be 
united with the cloſeſt bonds of brothely lote and charity ; and 
was to be governed by Paſtors and Teachers, who ſhould feed 
the flock with the ſincere milk of the Word; and was alſo to be ce: 
mented togeiher by the Ligaments of the holy Sacraments, by 
which, as by joynts and bands they are both united to their Head, and 
knit together. Now we are from theſe things to conſider what 
oppoſition that Church we are now conſidering, gives to this 
branch of the end of Chriſtianity. . | 
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And firſt, whereas the Goſpel pronounceth us free, and that we 
are no more the ſervants of meny. but of God, if any attempt upon 
that liberty wherewich C hriſt hath made us free, he changeth the 
authority of the Church into a tyrannical yoke ; much more, if 
all the new articles of belief, and rules for practice, be impoſed 
under the ſevereſt certificates. But here we are to conſider, that 
all theſe things which that Church hath impoſed on all of her com- 
munion, for which we withdrew from her, are additions to our 
faith ; for in this we mainly d.ffer from thac Church, that what- 
ever we 8cknowled -, they acknowledg likewiſe, but with a great 
many additions. Ve believe the Scriptures are a rule for Chri- 
ſtians, and they believe the ſame ; but they add Traditions, and 
the authority of che Church to the Scriptures. We believe that 
God is to be worſhipped f{.r.tually, they believe the ſame ; but 
add, that he may Le worthipped by Images and ſenſible Figures. 
We believe Chriit to be the Mediator betwixt God and Man, they 
believe the ſame; but add to this the in:erceſſion of Saints, We 
hold that God and Chrilt are to be worſhipped they hold the ſame; 
but add Saints and Ange!s to their worſhip, We believe Heaven 
and Hell to be the {everai States of the futvre lite, they believe the 
ſame; but add Purgatory betwixt them,to the day of Judgment.\'e 
believe Baptiſm and the Lords Supper to be the Sacraments of the 
new Covenant; they believe the ſame, but add fire more. We be- 
lieve Chriſt is ſpiricually and really preſent in the Lords Supper 3 
this they believe, but add the unconceivable Tenent of his cor- 
poral preſence, In a word, it might be inſtanced in many other 
parciculars, how they have driven us from their Communion, by 
their additions to the truth and fincerity of the Goſpel, which 
they have aduirerated by their Inventions ; and not only have 
they impoſed all theſe things, but thundered out Anathema*s on 
all that queſtion them; and have ſo wreathed all their fopperies 
with that main and fundamental article of their belief, of the in- 
fallibility of their Church, that it is impoſſible to hope for their 
recovery, till they renounce that Principle which is ſo dear to 
them. For if their Church be infallible, then in no matter of 

faith or practice can ſhe decree amiſs; and therefore the lawful- 
neſs and ſanctity of all her Decrees muſt be maintained with an 
equal vigor and zeal; for if in one of them ſhe ſtep aſide, her 
infallibility is fox ever gone. And by this we may ſee to how little 
purpoſe it is to t;eat of accomedating matters with that Church, 
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ſince there is no poſſibility of our Union with them, wichoue we 
turn over entirely to them: For they cannot part with one of 
their errors, without they firſt renounce that which is the deareſt 
of them all, to wit, the unerring authority of cheir Church. 
Row cruel then is that Church, which addeth the ſevere ſanCttion 
of an Anathema to all her decrees, even about the moſt tri- 
fling matters z and about things that are by their Confe!t:on, of 
their own natures ind:fferent? And a conſfeCtary to this is, that 
cruel opinion they hold , rhar none can be ſaved out of their 
Communicn; pretending there is no Salvation without the true 
Church, which they reſtrift to thoſe who are under the obedi- 
ence of the Roman Biſhop; and this is what they uſually frighten 
all with. 

But it is to be conſidered what the true notion of the Church is, 
that ſo we may ſee through this frightful Vizar. The Church 
then is, a Society of Chriſtians united in the ſame faith, for worſhip- 
ping of God jointly. And another definition of a Church cannot 
be proved from Scripture ; for the Church being called the Body 
of Chriſt, its union with him as ics Head, is held forth by the Apo- 
ſtle in theſe words, Cel. 2. 19. The head Chriſt, from whom the 
whecle bedy by joints and binds, having nouriſhment miniſtred and 
knit together , increaſeth with the increaſe of God. From which 
words we ſee what conſtitutes a man a member of the true 
Church ; which is, firſt, his union to Chriſt as his head, together 
with a dependance on him for growth and nutriture; and next, 
his being knit ro all others who are thus united to Chriſt ; which 
is firſt, the inward union of divine charity, by which he loves all 
who cleave to Chriſt as*their Head ;' and next, his aſflociating 
himſelf with them in outward viſible acts of worſhip, which every 
Chriſtian is bound co do, with all that worſhip God in Spirit and 
Truth. Bur if a Society of Chriſtians do viſibly ſwerve from 
Chriſt in many great and ſignal contradictions to the honour due 
to his Perſon, and to the obedience due to his Laws, and do grofly 
adulterate the worſhip, ſo that communion cannot be had with 
that Church, withour departing from the Head Chriſt, then it can 
be no departing from the Church, co adhere to Chriſt and his true 
worſhip, and to ſeparate from the corruptions Which are brought 
in upon the Chriſtian Religion. If then it appear, that the Church 
of Rome hath departed from the truth and ſimplicity of the Go- ' 
ſpel, in ſo many great and main points, thoſe who attempted the 
re- 
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reforming her to her firft Purity, and finding that not to be hoped 
for, did nnite among thernſeives fr ſervirg and worſhipping 
God aright, cannot be charged with ſeparation from the true 
Church. 

Bue by that cruel Tenent of theirs,. they breed vp all their 
Children in the greateſt uncharitableneſs imaginable, concemn- 
ing all who cannot believe rneir firange Doarines, Or concur in 
their unhallowed worſh p. 'I hn: they re the Schiſmaticks who 
have departed from the trove Ciirch, and who force from their 
Communion all who adhere tn it: bur this crue:ty reſts nor in un-+ 
charitable cenſares, but hath extended ir felf tro as mvch bloody 
and bartMrans rage, as ever (prung from -ell; for all the crnelty 
of the heathen Perſecutors, cannot march che practiſes of that 
Whore that hath been fo often dra»& wah the blood of the Soints, 
an4 of the Martyrs of feſws. What enraged cruelty appeared 
again{t the poor /aldenſes, for the ſeparating from their Corrup- 
tions? How many of all Sexes and Ages, were cruelly butchered 
down by the procurement of the Rulers of that Church ? and 
becauſe the Albigenſes lived under the protection of Princes that 
favoured them, how did the Popes depoſe their Princes, and in- 
ſtigate other ambitions invaders to ſeize on their dominions : 
Which to effeAtuare, a Croiſſade was proclaimed, that had been 
formerly praQtiſed againit the Enemies of the Chriſtian Faith, and 
Heaven was promiſed to ſuch as went againſt theſe poor innocents, 
wherenpon they were killed by thouſands, without all mercy, 
Never was there any who had the zeal or honeſty in theſe dark 
ages to witneſs againſt the apoſtacy of the Church, bur the Pope 
and Clergy uſed all means to get his zeal rewarded with a Fag- 
got. And when the time of Reformation came, with what rage 
and ſpite did the Pope, by his Letters and Legates irſtigate all 
the Princes of Europe to cruelty againſt them ! Bur as theſe 
things were not done in ccrners, fo they are ſtill fo freſh in onr 
remembrance, by the copious accounts we have of them, that 1 
need not tell what Arrs the Popes and other Eccleliaſticks uſed, 
to ſet all Germany on fire upon this account: Nor need | tell the 
cruelty was exerciſed in the Netherlands in Charles the Fifth his 
time, in which more than an hundred thouſand are ſaid by Gro- 
2195 to have been butchered cn the account of Religion. And in 
his Son Ph/ip's time, the D. of Alva did in a ſhort time cut down 
Thirty fix thouſand. Nor need l tell the cruelties were practiſed 
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in France for about fourty years together z nor of that treacher- 
ous Maſſacre, wherein there was an equal mixture of perfidy and 
cruelty, which for all that, was entertained at Reye With great 
joy and applauſes. it will be alſo needleſs to tell of their cruelty 
in England in Queen Mary's days, which was chiefly managed by 
the Churchmen. And many are yet alive, who remember what 
enraged cruelty appeared in our Neighbour-Ifland againſt all of 
our Religion, which did rot only flow from the fury of an op- 
preſſed People, but they were trained, encouraged, and war- 
ranted to it, by their Prieſts, and the Nuntio who came after- 
wards among them, diſcovered who was the ſpring of all their 
motions. Shall I to this add all the private aſlaſſinatioms commit- 
ted on that account, which were not only praCtiſed, but juſtifi- 
ed ? I might here congeſt many inſtances, Brother murdering 
Brother on the account of Religion. Neither is Clement a Domini- 
can,his murdering Henry the third, nor Chaltlets attempt, nor Ravil- 
lac's fat on Henry the fourth, forgotten. Q.Elizabeths life as full of theſe 
aitempts,and the blackeſi of tem all wasgthe Gunpowder Treaſon : All 
which are to be charged on that Church, becauſe the Doctrine of 
murdering Heretick Princes,was taughr,licenſed, printed, and yet 
not condemned in it, From theſe hints, we may gueſs how 
much of the lowly, meek, and charitable Spirit is to be found 
with them, But ſhould | co this add rhe horrid cruelcies exerciſed 
in theſe Maſlacres, I ſhould be almoſt pat belief, had I not un- 
deniable Hiſtorians for verifying it ; but the mildeſt of - them be- 
ing to be burned alive, we may gueſs what the more ſavage have 
done by their tortures and lingering Deaths. Next, ſhall I men- 
rion their Courts of Inquiſition Which have been amorg them inthe 
hands of Churchmen, from the days of their pretended Saint 
Dominick, whoſe Order have been the great Inſtruments of the 
cruelties of that Church, and whoſe procedure being tied to no 
forms of equity, or juſtice, is as unjuſt as unmerciful, perſons 
being haled to their black Courts, upon bare ſuſpitions, or ſecret 
Informations , without leading of proofs againſt them, are by 
Torture examined, not only of their own opinions, but of all 
that are known to them ; whoſe Teſtimony, tho drawn from 
them by cruel Torture, will bring the ſame Tortures on all they 
delate ; neither is there any mercy for any whom this Court de- 
clares Heretick, but the Civil Magiſtrate muſt condemn them to 
the fire. Now what man that conſiders the meekneſs of Chriſt, 
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and the Evangelical Spirit, can think that Church the Spouſe of 
Chriſt, that hath rioted it with ſuch ſavage rage, againſt thon- 
ſands of perſons, for no other crime, but becauſe they adhered 
firmly to the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and would not conſent or 
concur with theſe ſignal and palpable corruptions with which chey 
have adulcterated it. 


But as from the conſtitution of their Church, we ſee their de-. 


formity from the Goſpel-rule 3 ſo we will next conſider their 
Church-men, and we ſhall find how far they have ſtrayed from 
the firſt Original. Church-men ought to be the Guides and Pa- 
ſtors of Souls. Now, how little of chis there is among rhem, 
we will ſoon be reſolved in. What do the Popesabout the feeding 


of Souls? When do they preach the Goſpel ? or diſpenſe the Sa- 


craments ? Alas! it were below the height of hx Holineſs to ſtoop 
to ſuch mean Offices. Does any veſtige of a Church-man remain 
in that Court? and do they not direaly rule in the Spirit of the 
Lords of the Gentiles? And in this the Cardinals , Biſhops, and 
Abbots, do, to their proportion, imitate their moſt Holy Father, 
abandoning wholly the work of .the Goſpel, as if they bore an 
empty title, or at moſt, were-only bound to ſay Maſs on .ſfome 
greater Holy-days ;- but in all other things do avowedly caſt off 
the care of their Flocks. Shall | here tel} of the relaxation of all 
the ancient rules, about the offices and duty of Church-men, 
which theſe latter ages have invented, and mention bow children 
are made Biſhops, how they allow of Pluralities, Now-reſidencies, 
Unions, Commendams, Gratia expettativa's, with a great many 
more corruptions, which are every day authoriſed and granted 
at Rome ? and ſo zealous were they for theſe, that they ſtrvgled 
hard againſt the honeſt attempts of ſome at Trent, who would 
have had reſidence declared of Divine right, and pot it, tho with 
much ado to be laid aſide. And thus it is thet the Biſhops and Ab- 
bots among them do for moſt part relinquiſh their Charges, to 
live at the Courts of Princes, and inſinuate themſelves upon all 
affairs and offices; And ſwarms of them go to Rome, gaping for 
preferment there. I deny not but even theſe late ages have pro- 
duced great men among them, who ſeem to have deſigned the 
reviving of the[Ancient Diſcipline, both among the Clergy and the 
People ; but as theſe inſtances are rare, ſo they were hated and 
perſecuted at Rome for their Zeal, Witneſs the condemning of 
Arnolds Book of frequent Communion, and' the ſeverity Janſevins 
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and the Abbct of St. Cyran , with their followers, have met with : 
And thus whatever individuals that Chutch may have produced, 
yet the corruptions I have hinted, are notoriouſly, publickly; 
and generally practiſed in it, and no where ſo avowedly, as at 
the Court of R-»we. But to compence this deieCt of the 2uperior 
Clergy, they have ſwarms cf the inferior ranks every where, 
both ſecular and regular, who ſeem to mind the care of fouls ve- 
ry ſerionfly. Bnt not to reflect again vpon 3ny thing hath been 
hitherto ſaid of their bad conduCt of fouls, I ſhall now only take 
notice of the Authority they prererd to, as if the People were 
bound blindly to follow their Confeſfors direttion, as the voice of 
God, which clearly makes them the ſervants of men, and ſubjects 
them to the heavieſt yoke, which is moſt direCtly contrary to the 
liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made ts free: &nd what a rack to 
ſouls have they made Confeſſion? and what an Engine to get into 
the ſecrets of all the World, and to bring mankind under their 
ſubjeCtion, is obvious enough to any that conſiders it: And to-en- 
force it the more, as they teach it ſimply-neceſlary to Salvation, 
ſo the authority they made the World belteve the Prieſts were 
veſted with for pardoning fin, together with their eaſie Pardons, 
and ſlight Penances, did root it deepin the hearts of all of rhac 
Communion. 

Burt I go next to examine the Sacraments, of which ſo much 
being ſaid already, little remains to be added. By their dividing 
the Cup from the Bread, they deſtroy Chriſts Inſtitution, and {o 
make it no Sacrament ; and the hearing of Maſs withour commu- 
nicating, tho it make up the greateſt part of their worſhip, yet is 
purely a ſervice of their own deviſing, without warrant from 
Chriſts Inſtitution, who ſaid, rake eat, rh « my Body ; thereby 
ſhewing, he intended the virtue and benefic of that Ordinance, 
only for thoſe who received it. And in a word, let any read 
and compare the Inſtitution of the Lords Supper, as it is in the 
three Goſpels, and the Epiſtle to the Corinthians, together with the 
whole office of che Maſs, as it is in the Roman Church, and tlien 
| Tet bim on his Conſcience paſs his verdict, whether they have ad- 
hered to, or departed from Chriſt's Inſtitution in that piece of 
their worſhip. Finally, one great end of all folemn worſhip, 
. being the Communion of Saints, in their joint adorations, and 
mutual concurrence in divine ſervices, What union can they 
have with God ?. Or what communion can they hold one with 
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ther, who perform all their Worſhip in an unknown Tongne, 
which is the rule and conſtant practice of that Church beyond 
Sea ; tho for the better venting of their ſophiſticated ſtutf among 
vs, they give the people Books of devotion in their vulgar Lan- 
guage, yet continue to ſay the Office of the Maſs in Latin. 

And thus far I have runa round that great Circle | propofed 
to my ſelf in the beginning of this Diſcourſe : And have examined 
the chief Deſigns of the Chriſtian Religion, and have found rhe 
great and evidenF*ontradiCti.ns, given to them in all their 
branches, by the eſtabiiſhed and authoriſed Dottrines and Pra- 
Qtiſes of that Church ; in which I have fully juſtifed the wiſe 
mans obſervation, that he who increa/erh knowledge, increaleth ſor. 
row ; and have ſaid enough to evince to all rational and confſider- 
ing minds, how unſafe it i; for any that would keep a gond Cnn- 
ſcience, to hold Cormmnnion with them. But I have not finiſhed 
my deſign, till I likewiſe examine the CharaCters of the Chriſtian 


* Religion, and compare them With theſe that are to be found in 


the Synagogue of Rome. 

The firſt Character of our Faith is, That it was delirered to the 
world by men 'ſent of God, and divinely inſpired, who proved 
their Miſſion by Miracles. Now theſe Doctrines about which we 
differ from that Church, can pretend to no ſuch divine original : 
Let them rel] us what inſpired man did firſt teach the worſhip of 
Images, of the Maſs, of Angels and Saints, and of Reliques ; 
What man ſent of God was the firſt Autlior of the belief of the 
Corporal Preſence, of the Sacrifice of the Maſs, of the Pope's 
Supremacy, of Puagatory , of Indulgences, and of all theſe in- 
numerable Superſtitions, of which the Scripture is abſolutely fi- 
lent:; for if theſe Doctrines were not the oft-ſpring of Revelati- 
ons, they are none of the Oracles of God, nor can we be obli- 
ged to believe them as ſuch. It is true, they vouch Scriptures for 
proof to ſme of theſe, but theſe are (o far ſtretched, - that their 
fure Retreat is in the SanC(uary of the Churches Traditions ; but 
till a clear Warrant be produced for proving it was impoſſible 
that any Falſhood could have that way crept into the World, we 
muſt be excnſed from believing theſe. Neither is it poſſible to 
know whar Traditions came from the Apoltles, for as the Vulgar 
are not capable of purſuing the Enquiry, fo the loſs of moſt of 
the Writings of the firſt two Ages, makes it impoſlible to know 
what Traditions came from the Apoltles. : | 
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But this I ſay not, that we need fear the Trial ; for the filence 
of the firſt and pureſt Ages, about theſe things which are contro- 
verted among us, is evidence enough that they were not known 
tothem; eſpecially, ſince in their Apologies which they wrote to 
the Heathens for their Religion and worſhip, wherein they give 
an abſtract of their DoCtrines, and a Rubrick of their Worſhip, 
they never once mention theſe great Evils, for which we now ac- 
Cuſe thac Church. Iris true, alate ingenious Writer, whoſe ſin- 
cere zeal and candor had much offended thecRowar Court, and 
drawn cenſures on himſelf and his Book, took a way to repair 
his Reputation by a new Method of proving the truth of the Opi- 
nions held in the Roman Church ; which was, that ſince the pre- 
ſent Church held them, that ſhews that they had them ſo from 
their Anceſtors, and they from theirs, till you run backwards to 
the days of the Apoſtles; alledging, that a change in the wor- 
ſhip was unpraQticable, fince it could not be done in a corner, bur 
in the view of all the World, who itis not to be imagined were 
capable of ſuffering any great or conſiderable change to be made 
in that which was daily in their view, and much in their eſteem ; 
therefore he concludes, that every Generation adhered to that 
belief in which they were born, and fo no change in any great 
ſabſtantial and viſible part of worſhip could be made. It is true, 
he applies this only to the belief of the corporal Preſence, which 
he attempts to! prove could never have been introduced into the 
Church, had it not been conveyed down from the Apoſtles. He 
hath indeed ſet off this with all the beauties of wit, and elegan- 
cies of ſtile, and much profound reading. But with how great 
and eminent advantages, both of reaſon and learning, this pre- 
tence hath been baffled, I leave it to the judgment of all who 
have been ſo happy as to read Mr. Claud his incomparable Wri- 
tings. And the common ſenſe of mankind will prove this but an 
Impoſture, how fairly ſoever adorned ; forif we findit certain, 
that any Doftrines, or main parts of Worſhip are now received 
into thas Church, and if from the undeniable Evidences of Hi- 
tory, and Writings of Ancients, it appear, that theſe things 
were not received in the ancient Church, then iris certain there 
hath been a change made from what was then, to what is now , 
though an ingenious Invention may make it appear very difficult 
to imagine how and when the change came in; eſpecially when 


it was inſenſibly, and by pieces advanced. If then it be proved, 
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that.the Fathers believed the Elements in the Sacrament were 
really Bread and Wine, and not changed from their own nature, 
but only Types and Figures of the Body of Chriſt, then we are 
ſure a change muſt have been made, though the ignorance of 
ſome Ages makes it a hard task to clear all particulars about it. 
It is true, the Fathers did highly magnifie this Sacrament, with 
many Expreſſions, which (though the vehemence of Divine Rhe- 
torick can well juſtifie, yet) will not bear a Logical Examen 3 
but when they ſpeak in a cooler ſtile, nothing can be more clear, 
than that they believed not the corporal Preſence. But may not 
that reaſoning of the impoſlibility of a change in a worſhip, be 
as well applied to the taking the Chalice from the People, who in 
reaſon ſhould be imagined ſo tenacious of ſo great a Priviledge, 
that no conſideration ſhould have obliged them to part with it ? 
And yet we know, nor do they deny, how it was wrung from 
them about 250 years ago. What may ſeem leſs credible than 
for the People to conſent, to have their worſhip in an unknown 
Tongue, and yet we know that all once worſhipped in their 
Mother Tongue ; but that after (by the overthrow of the Roman 
Empire ) the Latin Tongue decayed, the barbarous worſhip was 
obtruded on the world ? And what piece of worſhip is both more 
viſible, and more contrary to the cleareſt Evidence of Scriptures, 
eſpecially to the Commandments, in which the people were al- 
ways inſtructed, than the worſhipping of Images ? And though 
we know well enough that for the firſt ſeven Centuries the Chri- 
ſtian World abhorred them, yet within a hundred years after 
that, we find a great part of it bewitched with them. And. 
what can be thought more uneaſie for the world to have received, 
than the Popes abſolute Authority over all the Churches and 
States of the world ? One ſhould: think that though Religion 
and Reaſon had lien out of the way, yet Intereſt and Ambition 
had withſtood this : Yet we ſee clearly by what ſteps they crept 
up, from being Biſhops of the Imperial City, in an equality of 
power with their neighbouring Biſhops, into that culminating 
height, to which they have now mounted. In a word, we refuſe 
not{to appeal co the firſt four Ages of the Church, in theſe mat- 
ters \that we quarrel the Roman Church for ; We deny nor but 
humane infirmity began ſoon to appear in the Church, and a care 
to gain on the Heathens, made them quickly fall upon ſome Rites, 
and uſe ſome terms, which after-ages corrupted. But the ruin of 
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Religion was, when the Roman Empire being overturned by the 
incurſion of the Northern Nations, in the beginning of the fifth 
Century, both Piety and Religion being iaid to ſleep, inſtead of 
the Primitive fimplicity of the faith and worſhip of the Chriſtians, 
they turried all their zeal to the adorning of the outwards of Re- 
ligion, and hence the corruptions of the Church took their riſe. 

Bit I had almoſt forgot to name ſome Revelations Which that 
Church preterds to, even for ſome of her moſt doubtful opinions : 
Which afe the Viſions and extraordinary Inſpirations of ſome of 
their Saints, from which they vouch a divine confirmation to their 
Doctrines : -I confels there is a great deal of extraordinary Viſions, 
Raps and Extaſies to be met with among the lives of their Saints ; 
and I fear a great deal more than truth : For really whoſo will 
but read theſe writings, he muſt confeſs they are ſo far ſrom being 
probable, or well contrived, that they ſpeak out their forgery. 
Alas ! whereas St. Pau/ being put to glory, of Viſions and Revela- 
tions, was to run! back fourteen years for one ; their Saints are 
found in them every day. Are they not very credible Stories they 
tell of Chriſt's appearing to ſome of their She-Saints, and kif- 
fing them, giving them Rings, being married to them, and cele- 
brating nuptial Rites, makirg them drink our of his ſide, and lea- 
ving on them the prints of his wounds, with many other ſuch like 
apparitions of the Virgin, and other Saints, which were either for- 
geries, dreams, or the effcCts of melancholly, or hiſterical diſtem- 
pers; and yet theſe extravagant Fables are given out to the peo- 
ple, as ſacred pieces « f Divine Revelations. 

Bat the inſpiration of the holy Writers, on which we found our 
Faith, was proved by their Miracles which they wrought publickly 
in the ſight of many, and in the preſence of their Adverſaries, ma- 
ny of whom were convinced by them ; and ir is certain, that who- 
ſoever offers any thing to anathers bel'ef, pretending he comes to 
him in the Name of God, mult have ſome evident proof of his Di- 
vine Mi:ſſidn, ſince none are bound to believe him barely on his own 
teſtimony, otherwiſe there ſhould be no end of Impoſtures, it every 
pretender to Divine inſpiration were to be believed withour proof: 
Now the way ic muſt be proved is, by ſome evidence of God's ex- 
traordinary aſliſting ſuch a perſon, which appeared always either 
in Prophefies or Miracles, but chiefly in Miracles under the New- 
Telitament ; and therefore borl Chriſt and his Apoſtles appeal ro 
the migary works they wrought, as the great confirmation of 
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their Doftrine. If then there be new DoCctcines brought into the 
Church, they muſt have the like confirmation , otherwiſe they 
are not to be believed. | 

But here thoſe of that Church think they triumph ; for Mira- 
cles they have in abundance ; not a Relique they have, but hath 
wrought mighty wonders ; nor a Countrey-Saint, but the Cu- 
rate of the place can gravely tell a great many deeds of his Puiſ- 
ſance; nor want the Images their marvellous Atchievements, 
but wondrouſly wondrous are the Feats the Hoſty hath pertorm- 
ed. Here 1 am upon a ſad ſubjeCt of that trade of lies and fiCti- 
ons, wherewith the Merchants of that Babylon have ſo long traffi- 
qued, of which the ſincerer among themſelves are aſhamed. 
How ridiculous are many of their miraculous Narrations ? Was . 
it a worthy piece of the Angelical Miniſtration, for Angels to go 
trotting over Sea and Land with a Load of Timber and Stones 
of the Virgins Houſe, till at length they ſet it down at Loreto, that 
great Devotions might be ſhowntoit? It is a goodly ſtory for to 
tell of a Saint that walked fo far after his Head was cur off, with 
it in his Arms, reſting in ſome places to draw breath ; yer he will 
aſs for an Infidel that ſhould doubt of this at Sr. Dens-Church. 
ho can look on the Lives of the late Saints of that Church with- 
out nauſea? Gregories Dialogues begun this trade, which indeed 
hath thriven well ſince. The Miracles of the Chriſtian Faith 
were grave and ſolemn aCtions; but what ridiculous ſcenical 
ſtories, not to ſay blaſphemous ones, meet us about the Miracles 
of their Saints ? He that would know this, may read the Lives 
of St. Francs, and St. Dominic, St. Bridgit, and the two St. 
Catherines, and he will be ſatisfied to a ſurfeit. The Miracles al 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles were acted publickly, in the view of 
all ; but moſt of cheſe Narrations of their Wonders were tranſ- 
acted in corners, none being witneſſes but perſons concerned to 
own the Cheat: And the Doctrine of Equivocating was a good 
Cordial for the eaſe of their Conſciences, though they ſwore 
what they knew falſe, according to the natural ſenſe of the 
words which they uttered. Thus we have many Fables of Chriſts 
appearing in the Hoſty, ſometimes as a Child, and ſometimes 
as crucified, when but a very few of the whole company pre-- 

ſent, were honoured with that amazing ſighr. 
Further, The Miracles of the Chriſtian Faith were written in 
the times in which they were acted, that fo enquiries might have 
H been 
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been.made into their Falſhood ; and the Pawers that then go- 
xerned, being enemies to the Faith , it. was ſafe fqr its pppoſers.to 
have proved and diſcovered their Forgery, had any ſuch been. 
Burt maay of the Miracles of :Rome are not- heard of, till ſome 
Ages, at leaſt Years, be paſt, whereby they are ſecure from the 
after-game of a diſcovery; and he were a ſtout man that would 
adventure to queſtion the verity of theſe pretences at Rowe, where 
it is the intereſt of that Church to have them all believed, without 
once queſtioning them. Eut how comes it, that in Heretical 
Countries (as they call them ) where there is more need of thoſe 
Miracles, and where they might be more irrefr2gably proved, if 
true, ſince the Examiners of them were not to be ſuſpeRted, yer 
none of theſe mighty works do ſhew themſelves forth ? Certainly, 
that they are to this day fo rife in 1taly and Spain, ard ſo ſcant in 
Britain , is a ſhrewd ground to apprehend Leger demarin, and for- 
gery , in the accqunts we get of their Jater aints. And indeed 
the Contrivers of theſe Stories have nat managed their deſign by 
half, ſo well as need was; for they have beſtowed as many of 
them on one perſon, as might have Sainted the half of an Order. 
But the gain that is made by new Saints, and new Reliques, is 
well enough known; not to ſpeak of the general advantage that 
Church pretends to draw from it. b | | 
In pm tho ſome things among them did ſeem to ſurpaſs the 
known powers of Nature, theſe ought not to prevail upon us for de- 
parting from the truth ; /imce though an Angel from Heaven Preached 
another Goſpel, he s to be accurſed, Gal.1.8. If then they have ſo chan- 
ged the Chriſtian DoCtrine by their Additions and Inventions, that it 
is become thereby as another Goſpel ; none of the ſeemingly Sera- 
phical Appearances they may have among them, tho true, ought to 
reconcile us to it; and that the rather, ſince we were expreſly 
guarded againſt this Impoſture, by St. Paul, who gave it as an Indi- 
cation of the Son of Perdition, that his coming was after the power 
of Satan, with all power and ſigns, and lying wonders, and with all 
deceivableneſs of unrightequſneſs, 2 Theſl. 2. 9, to. And it is a part 
of their curſe, that tbey are given up to ſtrong deluſions, to be- 
lieve lies: the Beaſt alſo that appeared to St. John, Rev.13.13. did 
great wonders, ſo that he made Fire come down from Heaven, in the 
fight of men , and deceived many that dwelt on the Earth, by theſe 
Miracles which be bad power t9 do. But to conclude this, my grea- 
reſt quarrel at theſe ſorgeries of Miracles is, that the People being 
| | " taught 
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taught to believe them, and the Miracles of the Goſpel, with art e- 
qual certainty, ſince they have the Teſtimony of the Church for 
both ; and they ſeeing ſuctr evident CharaRers of fraud and for- 
gery on theſe fuppoſed Miracles,' whereby they are convinced of 
their falſhood, are thereby in. danyer of ſuſpeCting all the Miracles 
of the Goſpel, as the tricks of ſ1bdolous and crafty men 3 whereby 
they run head-long to an Atheilticil disbelieving the truth of al! 
alike. And thus far we have found how oppoſite that Church is, to 
the Spouſe of Chriſt , ſince her Doctrines are ſo ill founded, and 
look fo like cunningly deviſed Fables, withouc the authority of Di- 
vine Inſpiration, or the proof of true Miracles. 

The next Character of our Faith is, its perſpicuity, and ſimpli- 
City, all being called to the clear light of the dayin it, and every 
part of it being ſo genuine, that ic is apparent, it was not the con- 
trivance of deſigning men,that by the belief of it they might obtain 
the power, and poſſeſs the riches of the World: And therefore 
there are no ſecret DoCtrines in our Faith, which muſt be kept up 
from the Vulgar, whereby the Paſtors of Chriſtendom may have 
dominion over their Souls. But what muſt we conclude of them, 
who by all means ſtudy to keep all of their Communion ignorant, 
ay if Devotion were thereby nouriſhed ; and alſow them not' the 
uſe of the Scriptures in their Mother- tongue, nor a worſhip which 
they can underſtand, whereby it is, that they who occupy the room 
of unlearned, cannot ſay Amen , at the giving of thanks, ſince they 
underſtand not what is ſaid. To this might be added their impli- 
cite Faith, to all the Doftrines of the Church, without furcher in- 
quiries; and their blind obedience to the Confeſſarins, be he never 
ſoignorant and carnal. Theſe are certainly darkening opinions and 
practiſes, and far different from the methods of the Apoſtles, in 
preaching the Goſpel , who withheld from the People nothing of 
the Counſel of God', and ſtudied the enlightening their unders- 
ftandings, as well as the'enlivening of their wills. 

Bur further, how 'much of intereſt appears in the DoCtrines of 
Rome, which tend to the exalting or enriching the Papacy, and in- 
feriour Clergy ; for it is viſible what a trade they drive by them, 
and all the contrivances, all the projeftors in Europe ever fell up- 
on for enriching their Maſter's Treaſury, falls 'ſhort of the proj 
of Purgatory, the Treaſure of the Church, Indnlgences, and the 
Pope's abſblme authority; in making; abrogating, and difpencing 
With all Pofitive Laws. Neither'is there more of defign ro be found 
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in the Alcoran, than in the Myſteries of that Caliph of the Spirirual 
Bubylon. And we may gueſs.of their concernedneſs in theſe mat- 
ters, fince a gentler cenſure may be hoped for upon the violation 
of the greateſt of the Laws of God, than upon the leaſt con- 
tradiction to their.idolized Intereſt. The one is the conſtant ſub- 
zect of their Studies, and Sermons, whereas the other is ſeldom 
minded. 

The third Character of our Faith, is, that it is rational and 
ſuitable to our Souls, God having fitted it, and framed them ſo 
harmoniouſly, that they are congenial one to another. It is true, 
the Myſteries 2bout God and Chriſt are exalred above the reach of 
our faculties, but even reaſon it ſelf teacheth that it muſt be fo, 
ſince if there be a God, Ke mult be infinite and incomprehenſible; 
and therefore it is not to be wondered, if the Scriptnres cfter ſome 
Myſteries to us about God and Chriſt, which choak and ſtifle the 
impreſſions we are apt to take of things. But in theſe, it is viſible, 
that the Object is ſo diſproportioned to our faculties, that it is im- 
poſſible we can reach or comprehend it; but as for the other parts 
of Religion, they are all ſo diſtinctly plain, that the reaſonableneſs, 
as well as the authority of them, ſerve to commend them to us ; 
but how void are they of this, who have made one of the chief 
Articles of their Faith, and the greateſt matrer of their Worſhip, 
that which is, not only beyond, but contrary to, the moſt com- 
mon impreſſions of Nature, which teacheth us to believe our 
Senſes when under no leſion, and duly applied to a proper object. 
For indeed, in that caſe, we cannot really doubt but things are 
as they appear to us; for we cannot believe it mid-night, when we 
Clearly ſee the Sun in the Mer.dian; nay,and our Faith reſts on the 
evidences our Senſes give, fince we believe, becauſe Miracles were 
clearly ſeen by theſe who firſt received the Faith : And, Chriſt /aid, 
believe me, for the very works ſake, John 14. 11. And fo their ſighr 
of theſe Works was a certain ground for their belief, therefore the 
Senſes unvitiated, fixing on a proper object, through a due mean, 
are infallible; therefore what our ſight, our taſte, and our touch, 
tell us, is Bread and Wine, muſt be (o ſtill, and cannot be imagi- 
ned to have changed its ſubſtance , upon the recital of the five 
words. Shafl I add to this, that throng of abſurdities which croud 
abont this opinion? For if it be true, then a body may be in more 
places at once, triumphing in glory in one, and facrificed in a 
thouſand other places : And a large body may be crouded _ 
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the narrow ſpace of a thih Wafer, they holding it to'be not only 
wholly in the who'e Wafer,but alſo intirely in every crumbofit: A 
body can be without dimenſions, and accidents without a ſubject ; 
theſe muſt be confeſſed to be among the higheſt of unconceiva- 
bles ; and yet theſe Miracles muſt be believed to be produced 
every day, in above a hundred, thouſand places. Certainly, he 
bath a ſturdy belief, who can ſwallow over all theſe ablurdities 
without choaking on them. | 
It is lictle leſs unconceivable to imagine , that a man of no 
eximious ſanctity ( nay, perhaps of noted impiery ) nor extraor- 
dinarily knowing ( nay, perhaps griſly ignorant) in Theologi- 
cal Matters, ſhall have the Holy Ghoſt fo abſolutely at his com- 
mand, that whatever he decrees, muſt be the Dictates of the Spirit. 
And what an unconceivable myltery is the Treaſure of the 
Church, and the. Popes Authority to diſpence it as he will ? No 
leſs conceivable is the efficacy of the Sacraments, by the work 
wrought; nor is any thing more affronting to reaſon, than the 
barbarous worſhiþ. And of a piece with this is the blind ſub- 
jection pleaded for the Confeſſarins his InjunCtions, and their opi- 
nions of expiating their fins by a company of little trifling pe- 
nances, Which tend not to the cleanſing the Soul, nor killing of 
the life of Sin, much leſs can be able to appeaſe God, either of 
their own inbred worth, or by reaſon of any value God is pleaſed 
to ſet on them, either by Command or Promiſe. But ſhould I 
reckon up every thing is among them that choaks reaſon, I 
ſhould dwell too long on this, and reckon over moſt of the things 
have been through the whole Diſcourſe hinted, which ſeem to 
ſtand in themolt diametrical oppoſition to the cleareſt imprefſions 
of all mens reaſons. | 
But to bring my Enquiry to an iſſue, Eaſineſs and gentleneſs 
are by Chriſt applied to his yoke, laws, and burden ; and what- 
ever oppoſition or trouble they may give to the carnal man, by 
morti!ying bis luſts, and contradicting all his inordinate and un- 
limited deſires, yer by the rational faculties and powers they are 
both eaſily nnderſtoad and practiſed. Indeed Religion lies in few 
things, and its chief work is the reforming and purifying the in- 
ward m..::, where it mainly dwells and exerts its force and vir- 
tue ; bur theſe who have added ſo much, both tobe believed and 
done, beyond what our Lord preſcribed, as they accuſe his un- 
faithfulneſs, ſo bring unſupportable burdens on the CO 
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of Chriſtians : Theſe therefore who lead out the mind, by pre- 
ſenting a great many foreign objetts to it, do introduce ſuperan- 
nuated Judaiſm, inſtead of thar liberty Chriſt brought with him 
unto the World. But fhall I number up here all che Impolitions 
of that (.hurch, whoſe numbers are oreat as well as their na- 
ture grievous 3 for it is a ſtudy to know them all : Bur what a 
pain muſt it be co perform them? Ir is a work which will take up 
a great deal of time to underſtand the Rubricks of their Mifſals, 
Brewviaries, Rituals, and Pontificals, In a word, they have left 
the purity and ſimplicity of Religion, and ſet up initead of it a 
lifeleſs heap of Ordinances, which muſt oppreſs, but cannot re- 
lieve the Conſciences of their Diſciples. 

Shall I add to this, the ſeverity of ſome of their Orders; into 
which by unalterable Vows they are engaged their whole lives ? 
Now whatever fitneſs might be in ſuch Diſcipline, upon occaſions, 
for beating down the body, or humbling of the mind, yet it muſt be 
very tyrannical to bind the perpetual obſervance of theſe on any 
by an Oath ; for thereby all the reſt of cheir lives may become in- 
ſupportably bitter to them, wherein they ſtand obliged, under 
perjury, to the perpetual obſervance of ſome ſevere Diſcipline 3 
which, tho at firſt in a novitious fervour, might: have had its 
good effects on them; yet that drying up, it will afterwards have 
no other effect but the conſtant dejeCting of the ſoul, and ſo thBir 
life will be a rack to them by their perpetual toil in theſe anſteri- 
ties. This I ſpeak of thoſe who ſeem the chief Ornaments of 
chat Church, whoſe Devotion doth for moſt part turn to out- 
wards, and reſts in the ſtrift obſervance of their rules, not with» 
out voluntary aſſumed mortifications, which they ad to them, 
but wherein they for moſt part glory, and fo the life of pride 
and felf-love (the ſubrilleſt ofall our enernies) is' fed and nouriſhed 
by them: Neither'can we think that theſe, whoſe exerciſes are 
ſo much external, can be ſo recolſeted for the inward and ſe- 
rene 'breathings of the Mind after God and Chriſt, without which 
aff-externals, tho they ſeem tro make a fair ſhew m the fleſh, yet 
are but a skelet of lifeleſs and infipid things. But indeed they 
have ſtudied to remove this objeion of the uneaſfineſs of their 
Religion, by accommodating it ſo, that the worſt of men = 
be fecnre'of Heaven, and enjoy their luſts both, according to th 
corrtpt 'condudt of ſome of their ſpiritual Fathers : But what I 
have (hinted of the uneafineſs of their Religion, is taken from 
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the Nature of their, Devotions, in their higheſt altitude and ele- 
vation. 

And thus far IT have purſued my Defign, in the trat whereof 
T have not been void of a great deal of pain and forrow; For 
what pleaſure can any find by diſcovering ſo mnch wickedneſs, 
and ſo,many errors in the Chriſtened Regions of the World ; and 
fee the holy and beautiful Places, wherein the former Ages wor- 
ſhipped God in the Spirit, turned to be habitations of Idols and 
graven lmages, by which God is provoked to jealouſfie. God is 
my witneſs, how thefe thoughts have entertained me with horror 
and regret all the while I have conſidered them : And that I am 
ſo far from being glad that I have found ſo much corruption in 
the Roman Church , that it is not without the greateſt antipathy 
to my nature, imaginable, that I have payed this daty to truth, 
by ailercing it with the diſcovery of ſo many Impoſtures, which 
have ſo long abuſed the Chriſtian world; and if any heat or 
warmth hath ſlipped from my Pen, I muſt proteſt ſincerely, it is 
not the effect of anger or paſſion, but of a tender and zealous 
compaſſion, for thoſe fouls who are either already bi:;nded with 
theſe deluſions, or do incline towards hoſe paths which /-ad to the 
chambers of death. | | 

I am fone of thoſe who juſtify rage or bitterneſs againſt choſe 
in errars; for if we had the the Spirit of Chriſt in us, we ſhould 
mourn over, and lament their miſery, who lie vrder ſo much 
darkneſs. And this is a ſure character to judge if our zeal for 
God and his truth be Divine and Evangelical, if it make us pour 
out Rivers of tears for thoſe that have gone out of the way, ra- 
ther than ſtreams of fire againſt them. That Zeal which raiſeth 
melting ſorrow, tender compaſſion, and fervent prayers for thoſe 
we ſee erring, is Chriſt-like, and worthy of that o1eek and cha- 
ritable ſpirit which the Goſpel ſo much recommends : Where- 
as that which boils out in rage and foam againſt ſuch as err, and 
deſigns their ruin and miſchief, and ſtudies how to perſecure, 
rather than convert them, and kindles in men a bitter averſion 
fo their perſons, together with rude harſhneſs in their behaviour to 
them, is all Antichriſtian and carnal. My deſign therefore in this 
diſcourſe is to provoke pity rather than wrath, and tears more 
than flames, towards thoſe deceived multitudes, that we: may 
pray for them, rather than rail at them. 


But 
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But my chief aim is to perſuade all who love their fouls, to 
conſider the danger of continuing in the Communion of a Church, 
that hath not only fallen from hec ficſt love and purity, but hath 
in ſo many great and eſſential points corrupted our moſt holy 
Faith, and adulterated the pure ſincerity of our worſhip, | 

I ſhall not here ſearch into the depths of the Mercies of God, 
how far they may reach any of that Communion, nor examine 
how far they hold the Foundation Chriſt, notwithſtanding of all 
the baſe ſuperſirutures they have reared upon itz nor ſhall [ 
conſider how far invincible ignorance may excuſe the guilt of an 
Error, nor how applicable this may be to them ; nor ſhall I diſcuſs 
how far the private differing from theſe Errors may in many 
things fecure ſome of the individuals of chat Communion from 
the general guile that lies over them; upon all theſe particulars 
many things may be ſaid, and none aliveis more willing to ſtretch 
his Invention, for finding out grounds to fix his Charity on, than 
my ſelf. Bur all I can deviſe falls ſhort of a full and fatisſying 
Excuſe for thoſe who being educated in the knowledge of the 
truth and ſincerity of the Goſpel, do fall away into the Errors 
and Superſtitions of that Church ; nor can I imagine what their 
temptations ſhould be to it, except one of two: The firſt is, that 
they deſire a ſenſible Religion, and therefore loath the ſimplicity 
and ſpirituality of the Goſpel, and love to have ſome glorious 
objeRs in Worſhip to ſtrike on, and affeft their ſenſes : But how- 
ever this may make impreſſions on the groſler Rabble, yet cer=- 
tainly, any that conſiders that the perfection of man lies in his 
Reaſon, and not in his outward ſenſes, and that the exaltation of 
Reaſon is Religion ; he muſt confeſs that the leſs it dwell in the 
ſenſes, and the more inward it become on the reaſon, it is the 
more ſuitable both to the Nature of God, of Religion, and of 
the rational Faculties, But the other conſideration that may 
draw many to that Religion, is yet worſe, which is, becauſe in 
it a great allowance is given to all manner of ſin, by the treache- 
rous conduct of ſome Confeſſors, who perſuade men of Hea- 
ven, on terms very cſi and pleaſing ta Fleſh and Blood. And 


hence it is that we ery few who have expreſſed any afteAtion 


_ to a devour life, abandoning us to go over to the Reman Com- 


munion, moſt of thoſe who do ſo (except it be one of a thou- 
ſand) being as void of vertue, as ignorant of the nature of true 
Religion ; chat we may ſay, Joh. 2. 19. They went cut from ws, but 
they 
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they were not of ms ; for if they had been of us, they had not gont ont 
rom us. 

7 Theſe being the only viſible tentations to entice any from our 
Communion to theirs, it is hard to preſerve any great degrees of 
Charity for them : For athird tentation being that only which 
can work on a devout mind, takes with ſo few among us, thar 
I need ſcarce name it, which is the ſolitary and retired honſes 
among them for leading a devont and titriCt life, and the excellent 
Books of Devotion have been publiſhed by many of that Commu- 
nion. This | know wrought mightily on one, and made him ma- 
ny times Wiſh that he could with a good Conſcience throw himſelf 
into one of theſe Religious Houſes; but the conſideration of theſe 
great Corruptions lay ſo in his way, that without che doing the 
greateſt force on his Conſcience imaginable, and thereby ſecuring 
damnation to himſelf by complying with things he judged fo dam- 
nable, he durſt not doit. Yet for his farther {atisfaftion, he went 
among them, tq ſee if their Worſhip appeared more amiable in 
practiſe, than it did in Writings ; but I have heard him often de- 
clare, that though his mind was as free of prepoſleſſions, as per- 
haps ever man's was, yet all he conceived of them, even from 
the Writings of their Adverſaries, was nothing compared to the 
impreſſions which the ſight of their Worſhip lefc upon him, 
it appearing ſo Hiſtrionical in all its circumſtances, and ſo idola- 
trous in its ſubſtance , eſpecially as he ſaw the vulgar practiſe it. 
And for their Religious Houſes, he was among a great many of all 
Orders, but was far from meeting with that ſpirit of devotion he 
had hoped to find among them, for they always magnified their 
Order, and the little external Auſterities and Devotions of it; but 
for genuine humility, a delight in God, and Chriſt, abſtraftion 
from the World, ( for all their frocks and retirements) ſincere 
heavenly-mindedneſs, and fervent Charity to the Brethren, he re- 
grated he had met with little of it among them. And that he 
found the ſeveral Orders full of emulation and envy at other Or- 
ders, and of hears among themſelves, which made him ſee, that 
he who meant to lead a devout life, muſt chuſe another SanCtuary 
than any of theſe he faw in that Communion. 

I denynor, that it is the greateſt defect of the Reformation, that 
there are not in it ſuch encouragements to a devout life ;; though 
the intanglements of Vows to things withour our power, is a ma- 
nifeſt invaſion of the Chriſtian liberty ; and to languiſh onr-ones 
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life in a tract of lazy Devotion, without ſtudying to ſerve God in 
our Generation, ſeems contrary to the intendment of Religion, a 
great many of-its Precepts being about thoſe Duties we owe our 
Neighbours : Yet for all this, it is not to be denied to be a great 
defe@ that we want recluſeHouſes, for a ſtrifter training up of thoſe 
who deſign to lead a ſpiritual life, and to ſerve in the Goſpel, that 
their minds being rightly formed before their firſt ſetting our, they 
may be well qualified and furniſhed for their work. Such Houſes 
might alſo be retreating places for old Perſons, after they had 
ſerved their Generation, and were no more able to undergo toil 
and fatigue ; they might be alſo SanCtuaries for devout Perſons, 
in times of their greater affliftions or devotions. . But for all this 
want, it fixeth no imputation on our Church, her Doctrine, or 
V'orſhip, that ſhe is ſo poor, as not to be-able to maintain ſuch 
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- Seminaries. Bur on the way, it is no great character of the Pie- 


ty of their Church, that ſhe abounds ſo with great and rich do- 
nations, when we conſider the Arts they uſed for acquiring 
them, by making People believe themſelves ſeguire of Heaven by 
ſuch donations: Indeed, had we got our real befooled into 
ſuch perſuaſiors, the cheat might have proſptred as well in our 
hands ; but we are not of thoſe, who handle the Word of God de- 
ceitfully , nor will we draw the People even to do good With a 
cratty guile, or lye for God. 

But now, as a concluſion to this Diſcourſe, I muſt conſider, if 
all things amonp us be ſo ſound and well grounded, that with 
a quiet Mind and good Conſcience every one may hold Commu- 
nion with our Church, and hope for Salvation in it, I ſhall there- 
fore briefly run over the Nature and Characters of the Chriſtian 
Faith, to ſee if any contradiCtinn to them, or any, part of them, 
be found among us. And firſt of all, we worſhip God in Spirir, 
as a Spiritual Being,” with ſuitable Adorations, Which we direct 
to no Image nor Symbol of the Divine Preſence, but teach, that 
we ought not to figure God to any corporeal being, no not in 
our thoughrs; neither do we worſhip any, beſide God the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit: We alio worſhip Chriſt, but as he is God, 
and hath the 'ulneſs of the God-head dwelling in him bodily : 
Angels indeed we honour, but knowing them to be our fellow- 
ſervants, we cannot pray to them, or fall down before them: 
We count the holy Virgin bleſſed among women, but dare give her 
no ſhare of the glury due to her Son; All the Saints we reve- 
rence 
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rence and love, but knowing God to be a jealsz; God, we cannot 
divide that honour among them, which is only due to him, and 
therefore do neither worſhip them, their Images , nor their Re- 
liques. We deſire alſo to offer up to God ſuch Sacrifices as we 
know are well-pleaſing to him, Prayers, Prasſes, broken and con- 
trite Hearts, and our Souls and Bodies, but reje(t all Charms and 
Enchantments from our Worſhip, as contrary to the reaſonable 
ſervice which is acceptable to God, and do retain the genuine ſim- 
plicity of the Goſpel-worſhip, in a plain and intelligible ſtile and 
form, without any mixtures drawn from Judaiſm or Gentiliſm : 
And thus there is nothing among us contrary to the firſt deſign of 
Religion. 

And as little will be found againſt the ſecond, which is the ho- 
nour due to Chriſt in all his Offices : We teach our People to ſtu- 
dy the Scriptures, and to examine all we ſay by them, and ex- 
hort them tro depend on God, who by his Spiric wifl teach them 
as well as us; neither do we pretend to an authority over their 
Conſciences, but acknowledg our ſelves men of like inficmities 
with the People, who are all called ro be a Royal Priefthood ; and 
thus we honour Chriſt's Prophetical Office, by founding our Faith 
only on the Divine Anthority of the Scriptures. We alſo believe, 
there is no Name piven under Heaven by which we can be ſaved, 
but the Name of Chriſt, who laid down his Life a ranſum for our Souls, 
that by his Croſs we might be reconciled to God; and it is to that one 
Sacrifice , that we teach all co fly for obtaining remiſſion of fins, 
and the favour of God, truſting only to it, and to nothing we 
have done or can do; knowing that when we have done all we 
can do, we are but unprofitable ſervants ; much leſs do we hope 
for any thing from any of our Fellow-creatures : We apply our 
Souls to no Interceſſor but Chriſt, and truſt to no Satisfattion but 
his, and we acknowledg him the only King of his Church, whoſe 
Laws muſt bind it to the end of the World. Neither do we ac- 
knowledg any other Authority, but his, over our Conſciences. It 
is true, in things indifferent, he hath left a power with his Church 
ro determine in thoſe Matters, which may tend to advance order, 
edification, peace and decency ; but as the Charch cannot add 
to our Faith, ſo neither can it inſtitute new pieces of Worſhip, 
which ſhall commend us to God, or bind any load npon our 
Souls. We own a Miniſterial Authority in all che Paſto! © of the 
Church, which they derive from Jeſus Chriſt, and not from any 
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viſible Head on Earth, ard therefore they are only ſubjet to 
Chriſt. Wz alſo hold, that the Civil Powers are of Chriſt, whoſe 
Goſpel binds the duty of obedience to them more cloſely on us; 
and therefore if they do wrong, we leave them to C hriſt's Tribn- 
nal, who ſet them up, bat pretend to no power from his Goſpel 
ro coerce or reſiſt them ; and thus we honour Chriſt 'n all his Of- 
fices, and ſo are conform to the ſecond branch of the deſign of 
our Fai:h. 

We alſo receive the third with the ſame fidelity; and whatever 
the praftices of too too many among us be, yet there is no 
ground to quarrel our Doctrine ; we preach repentance to all, 
and ſtudy to convince them of their miſery, and loſt eſtate, that 
they may mourn for their fins, and turn to God by a rew conrſe 
of life ; we preach Faith through Chriſt in God, as that which 
unites our fouls to him, by which we are in ( hriſt, and Chritt is 
in us. Ve ſtir up our people ro [owe the Lird their Ged with all 
their heart, ſtrength, ſou! and mind, and to wait for his Son Chriſt 
Feſus, who 1s the bope of glory, and ſhall change our wile bodies into 
the likeneſs of his glorious Body. And from this great motive do we 
preſs our people to the ſtndy of holmeſ;, with ue which they ſhall ne- 
wer (ee Go.l, We (end them to the ten Commardments for the 
rule of their lives, wh--ſe expcſition we chiefly take fr.m Chriſt's 
Sermn ou the Mount ; neuher can we be charged for baving 
raughc the People, to break one ot the leaſt of theſe Command- 
ments. We exhort all our hearers io make the life of Chriſt the 
pattern of theirs, and to learn of him who was meek and lowly 
in heart; neither can our Church be accuſed of having taught 
any Carnal Doftrines, for gratitying the baſe Intereſts of the fleſh, 
or for ingroſſing the power or trealure of the World, the \ubſi- 
ſtence of our Church-men being bur a livelyhood , and rot a 
treaſure. Ina word, we preach Chriſt and bim Corucified, and all 
the rules of his Goſpel, for ordering the converſaiion aright, with- 
out adding, or taking from ic; and thus our confurmity to the 
thicd branch of Chriſtianity appears. 

We teach alſo according to the fourth branch of Chriſtianity, 
the Doftrines of Charity ; neither do we condemn any who hold 
the foundation, though in ſome lefler matters they d-ffer fiom 
us , but hope they may be ſaved as well as we. \\ e abhor the 
Doctrine of cruel perſecuting of any for their Conſctences : 1 he 
outmoſt we allow of, or deſire of that nature, being the prelerva- 
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tion of our own Societies pure from the contagion of other Traf- 
fiquers, and the driving from us thoſe wha do fo diſturb us. All 
the authoricy we give the Church, is Paternal, and not 'Fyranni- 
cal; our Church-men we hold to be the Paſtors, but not the Lords 
of the Flock, who are obliged to feed them ſincerely , both by 
their Doctrine, Labours, and whole Converſation 3 but we pretend 
to no blind obedience dne to their directions; and count them no- 
ble Chriſtians, who ſearch and try all they ſay by that Teſt of the 
Scriptures : We ſend the People to confeſs their fins to God, from 
whom only we teach them to expect their pardon; and pretend 
to no other keys, but Miniſterial ones, over publick and known 
Scandals. - In our Worſhip, as all do underſtand it, ſaevery one 
may joyn in it. And in the number, uſe, and ſimplicity of onr 
Sacraments, we have religionſly adhered to the Rules of the Goſ- 
pel, we holding chem to be ſolemn federal Rites of our Stipulation 
with God ; in which, if we do worthily partake of them, we are 
aſſured of the Preſence of the Divine Spirit and Grace, for nniting 
our Souls more intirely to God, and advancing us in all the ways 
of the Spirit of Life ; and if the Inſticution of them in the Goſpel, 
be compared with our Adminiſtration of them, it will appear how 
cloſe we have kept to our Rule. 

And thus we ſee how exactly conform the Dodtrine of our 
Church is to the whole Branches of the Chriſtian Deſign ; upon 
which it is not to be doubted, but the Characters of the Chriſtian 
Religion wil] alſo fir ours : We found our Faith cnly on the Scrip- 
tures; and though we pay a great deal of venerable eſteem to the 
Churches of God during their purity, which continued above four 
Centuries, arid ſo be very willing to be determined in Rituals and 
Matters that are external and ind.fferent, by their Opinions and 
Practices; yet our Faith ſettles only on the Word of God,/ and not 
on the Tradicions of Men; neither do we believe every Spirit 
that pretends to Rapts and Viſions, but try the Spirits, whether 
they be of God or not; and though an Angel ſhould preach to us ano- 
ther Goſpel, we would ho d him accurſed. '| he Miracles we truſt to, 
as the Proofs of the Truth of thar Revelation which we believe, 
are only thoſe contained in the Scriptures; and though we believe 
there was a wonder working power continued for ſome time in 
the Church, yer we make a great difference betwixt what we hi- 
ſtorically credit, and what we religiouſly believe; neither will we, 
for ſupporting our Intereſt or Authority , have recourſe to that 
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baſe trade of forging lying Wonders, but we reſt ſatisfied with 
the Miracles Chriſt and his Apoſtles wrought for the proof of the 
Religion we own; fince what we believe, is no other than what 
they taught; and therefore we leave the trade of forging new 
Miracles, to them who have forged a new Religion. 

And for the plain genuines of the Goſpel, we have not depart- 
ed a ſtep from it, ſince we caſl upon our People by all the mo- 
tives we can deviſe, and with all the earneſtneſs we are Maſters 
of, to receive full and clear InſtruCtion in all the Matters of our 
Religion, which we diſtinctly lay open to them. And nothing 
of Intereſt or Deſign can be charged on us, who pretend to no- 
thing bur to be the Stewards of the Myſteries of God ; nor have we 
offered to ſophiſticate the ſimplicity of our Worſhip by any addi- 
tions to it ; for the determining about ſome particular forms is no 

d addition to Worſhip, but only-the following forth of theſe Pre- 
cepts of doing all things to edification, peace, and order: But 
4 addition to Worſhip is, when any new piece of Divine Service 
$ invented, with a pretence of our being more acceptable to 
| God thereby, or of our receiving Grace by that conveyance ; 
and therefore any Rites we have, as they are not without ſome 
hints from Scripture, ſo we pretend not to become any way ac- 
ceptable to God by them. 

Further, We teach no irrational nor unconceivable Dottrine : 
Itis true there are Myſteries in our Faith, and even reaſon it ſelf 
teacheth, that theſe muſt be unconceivable; but for all our other 
perſuaſions, they are ſuch as may be well made out to the ratio- 
nal faculties of Man; therefore we do not betake our ſelves to 
that Sanctuary, that we muſt be believed, aſſert what we pleaſe ; 
but we aſſert nothing but whar we offer to evince by the cleareſt 
proofs. And in fine, we add nothing to the burdenſomneſs of 
the Laws of Chriſt, but reach and propoſe them as we have 
them from his Goſpel, without adding, changing, or altering a 
tictle from the firſt Inſtitution. 

And ſo far have l conſidered the Doftrine and Worſhip of our 
Church; wherein if I could juſtify all our Pra#ices, as well as I 
can do our Prizciples, there were no grounds: to fear hurt from 
all the Cavils of Mortais. But for bad. practices, whatſoever 
matter of regrate they may furniſh us with, they afford none for 
ſeparation: Therefore there is no ground that can juſtity a ſepa- 


ration from our Church, much leſs warrant the turning over 
from 
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from us to the Communion of Rome : And thus far have I purſued 
my deſigned Enquiry, which was, if with a ſafe Conſcience any 
mighe adjoin themſelves to the Popiſh Religion, or if Communi- 
on with our Church was to be kept and continued in; and have 
found great grounds to aſſert the evident hazards of the former, 
ſo that no man to whom his ſalvation and welfare is dear, can, 
or ought to joyn himſelf to that Church ; on the other hand, 
without renting the Body of Chriſt, none can, or ovght to de- 
part from our Churches: But I leave the peruſal and conſidering 
of theſe things to the ſerious Reader, to whom I hope they 
may give ſome ſatisfaCtion, if he bring with him to the Enquiry 
an attentive, ſerious, and unbyaſſed mind. And I leave the ſuc- 
ceſs of this, and every other attempt of this nature, for the 
clearing of Divine truth, with him who is the only Fountain of 
Bleſſings, who is over all, God bleſſed for evermore. Amen. 
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